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Enjoy the
Breathtaking
Island-Resort
Scenery & Atmosphere

Wake up to a Stunning
Sunrise & Enjoy an
Enchanting Sunset

Rooms:

Unique Rooms with Modern Amenities.
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Resort Amenities Include:
Water Sports
Love Boat
Kayaking Boat
Banana Boat

Water Trampoline
Jacuzzi
Swimming Pool
Pool Bar & Sports Bar

way

eta
Perfect G

Romantic
BOOK NOW!

Lower Mazaruni, Bartica, Cuyuni-Mazaruni, Guyana. S.A

592-600-4522/23/24 / Sheriﬀ Street Reservation Oﬃce: 225-7517, 662-6262

facebook.com/aruwairesort/

aruwairesortwhiteh2o.com

aruwairesortwhiteh2o

frontdesk@aruwairesortwhiteh2o.com
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exxonmobil.com

CHOOSE THE PROFESSIONAL

*Gasoline *Diesel *Kerosene *Lubricants
HIGH PERFORMANCE LUBRICANTS
LIMITED RESOURCES WITH INFINITE CIRCULATION

Lot 'A' Block '2', Public Road, Land of
Canaan, East Bank Demerara, Guyana.
Telephone: (592) 266-5841-2
Email: fallsenergyterminal@hotmail.com

Extra Strong, Soft & White
Parcel 539-542 Block XXIX Garden of Eden, East Bank Demerara, Guyana, South America
Telephone: (592) 266-5970-1-2 616-5006
Email: gsttissue123@gmail.com

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

5

The Official Tourist Guide of Guyana 2017
EXPLORE GUYANA is designed and published annually for the

Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana (THAG) in association with
the Ministry of Business with responsibility for Tourism and the Guyana
Tourism Authority (GTA) by:

Advertising & Marketing Services (AMS)

213 B Camp Street P.O. Box 101582, Georgetown, Guyana
Tel: (011592) 225-5384 Fax: (011592) 225-5383

Publisher & Editor:

Lokesh Singh
lokesh@amsstlucia.com

Associate Editor:
Andrea de Caires

Project Coordinator:
Junell Nerissa Moore

Advertising Sales:
Lokesh Singh
Lesa Fleming
Fiaz Yamin

Graphic Design:

Advertising & Marketing Services
Heimant Ram

Editorial Contributors:
Jonathan W. Armbruster
Anthony Cummings, Ph.D.
Kevin Daby
Louisa Daggers
Andrea de Caires
Brendan de Caires
Salvador de Caires
Raquel Thomas-Caesar
Gordon Duncan
George Jardim

Omari Joseph
Matt Hallett
Nathan K. Lujan
Neil Marks
Annette Arjoon-Martins
Victoryne Mohabir
Gerard Pereira
Waldyke Prince
Christopher Smith
David C. Werneke

Contributing Photography:
Jonathan W. Armbruster
Kevin Daby
Louisa Daggers
Andrea de Caires
Salvador de Caires
Raquel Thomas-Caesar
Gordon Duncan
Omari Joseph
Annette Arjoon-Martins
Shaun McGrath
Victoryne Mohabir
Matt Hallett

Nathan K. Lujan
Gerard Pereira
Waldyke Prince
David C. Werneke
Charles Waterton, A Biography –
Brian Edginton
Stabroek News
Topaz Jewelery
Samantha James
Surama Eco Lodge
theOrangeMango
Kenneth Shivdyal

Front Cover Photo: Michael Lam
http://www.TheMichaelLamCollection.com/avian/e1820e749
On the Cover:

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

6

The Offic

ial Tourist

The Harpy Eagle, One of the Giants of Guyana
and an Endangered Specie Worldwide.
It is allowed to flourish in Guyana where
a number of nesting sites are confirmed.
© Copyright 2017. Reproduction of any
material without the permission of AMS
is strictly prohibited.

www.expl

oreguyana
mag.com

Where the

Guide of

Guyana

2017

Harpy Eag

le Roams

AMS and THAG wish to express sincere thanks and appreciation to all
parties who have assisted in making this publication a reality.

ADVERTISING
& MARKETING
S E R V I C E S LT D.

The Official Tourist Guide of Guyana 2017

CONTENTS

About the Tourism and
Hospitality Association
of Guyana (THAG)
The Tourism and Hospitality
Association of Guyana (THAG) was
established on January 6, 1992 by
individual operators working in the
industry. THAG is a member of the
Private Sector Commission and the
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism
Association.
It was initially called the Tourism
Association of Guyana but evolved into
Tourism and Hospitality Association of
Guyana in recognition of the magnitude
of the industry. It is the umbrella body
of all tourism related restaurateurs, tour
operators, travel agents, hoteliers,
transportation services and community
based tourism providers among others.
THAG has pursued a partnership with
the Government of Guyana in the
development and expansion of various
aspects of the tourism industry; generic
marketing, training and development;
positioning individual members locally,
regionally and internationally to operate
with the highest standards in the
industry.
THAG is headed by an Executive Board
comprising a President, Vice President, Treasurer and four Committee
Members.
The Secretariat is headed by an
Executive Director whose responsibility
is the day to day management of the
Association. THAG’s permanent staff is
the Executive Officer.
THAG has formed invaluable alliances
with varying stakeholder groups for
the enhancement of Guyana’s cultural,
social, built and natural environment as
a tourism destination.
Tourism & Hospitality Association
of Guyana,
Private Sector Commission Building
Waterloo Street, North Cummingsburg,
Georgetown, Guyana, South America.
Tel: 011 592 225 0807 / 225 0817
Email: info@exploreguyana.org
thag.secretariat@gmail.com
Website: www.exploreguyana.org
Facebook:  Tourism and Hospitality
Association of Guyana

Guyana, South America. Undiscovered

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME
4
5       6     8     11     -

Credits
About THAG
Welcome – President of Guyana
Welcome – THAG
Welcome – Minister of Tourism

EXPLORE GUYANA
14     - Fishes and Waterfalls
18     - Explore Guyana Essay Contest
MAPS

- Kings Jewellery World
Crafting Guyana’s Gold for Generations
70     - Unearthing Pre-historic Guyana
The story of Jennifer Wishart
72    - Landscape Tourism
FEATURE ARTICLES
A Bird’s Eye View of Guyana
74    - Faces of Tourism
27     - Our “Tigers” and Us
People serving People
30      - Waterton’s Forest
76 - The Kanuku Mountains
32     - Guyana Restaurant Week
Guyana’s Newest Protected Area
Our Bi-Annual Culinary Extravaganza 82    - Few Animals Seen? No Problem!!!!
Come Out “Explore, Eat, Repeat”
84    -     Waini River Adventure
34      - British Bird Fair Adventure
Excitement Abounds in Guyana’s
FUN & FOOD
Exotic Birds
37      - The Legendary Harpy Eagle
88     - Guyanese Recipes
Roaming Free
Pacu Ribs Grilled  
40     - The Aishalton Petroglyph Complex
  
Pacu Ribs With Pineapple
43     - Guyana - The Undiscovered Corner
Rum Bbq Sauce
of South America
48     - Celebrating 25 Years of THAG
ABOUT GUYANA
52     - Sir Shridath Ramphal
Guyana’s Diplomat Extraordinaire
90     - Country Facts, Government,
54     - In Search of the Lau Lau
         Travelling, Money & Business
The Largest Catfish in the World
58     - Ah... Essequibo!
THAG TRAVELLER
The Music
E
X
The Magic
96     -    Accommodations P
The Mystery
           Georgetown & Environs
L
O
The Majesty
99     -    Eco-Resorts, Interior
R
66     - Overland Trek to Kaieteur Falls
           Lodges & Attractions
E
A Hard Adventure and Fascinating
102     - Tourism Service Providers
G
Life Experience
U
106   - Calendar of Events
23     - Map of Guyana
24     - Map of Georgetown /
         Architectural Treasures

68

Y
A
N
A

7

Welcome
President of The Republic of Guyana

Explore Guyana
Nature’s Garden of Eden
Guyana possesses an unsurpassable ecotourism product. More than
eighty five percent of Guyana’s territory remains just as God made it –
untouched and unspoilt.
Guyana’s biodiversity is unrivalled. Our blessed country is home to more
than twenty of the world’s largest creatures – including anacondas, ants,
anteaters, armadillos, bats, caimans, eagles, fish, jaguars, otters, rodents,
snakes, spiders, storks, toads, turtles and vultures. Nature lovers will be
captivated by the thousands of species of flora and fauna to be found in
Guyana, more than forty per cent of which are endemic to the Guiana’s
Shield - one of the world’s last remaining and biologically diverse intact
rainforests which contains 15 per cent of the world’s freshwater sources.
Guyana is home to innumerable natural attractions which can be found in
its complex and variegated ecosystems consisting of tropical rainforests,
flat coastal plains, rolling and undulating savannahs, mountain ranges,
wetlands, waterfalls, rivers and creeks. We are the second ‘Garden of
Eden’, rediscovered.
Guyana is pursuing a ‘green path’ of development. Guyana’s ‘green
development’ will make us the ‘green core’ of the continent. Ecotourism
is a central platform of that trajectory. We will preserve and protect our
bountiful and exceptional natural capital by establishing nature and wildlife
sanctuaries and conservatories, protected areas and ecological parks.
Our hotels and tourists resorts will eventually be totally powered by energy
generated from renewable sources.
Guyana has a Caribbean and continental heritage. We are the largest
state in the Caribbean Community. We are, also, located on the northern shoulder of the great continent of South America. Our coastland is
washed by the Atlantic Ocean and we share borders with three countries
of South America – Brazil, Suriname and Venezuela.
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H.E. BRIGADIER DAVID GRANGER
President
Co-operative Republic of Guyana

Guyana invites you – whether you are nature-lover, adventure-seeker,
heritage- explorer, a student or researcher wishing to learn more about
our flora and fauna or simply someone looking for a different kind of tourist
experience – to come to our beautiful country and experience our unique
and world-class tourism product. Guyanese, at home, should also learn
and experience more of their amazing country.
Guyana promises you an unforgettable experience.
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A THAG
Welcome
W

elcome to Guyana! Whether this is your first visit or whether you are coming home, we
are happy you are here! The magic that is Guyana will steal your heart, fill your senses
and leave you wanting to return. From our pristine rainforests to our vast savannahs we
hope that you will experience it all.
Andrea de Caires
President

Susan Isaacs
Vice-President

Listen to the sounds of laughter in the market and fill your eye with the colours of local fruit
and vegetables freshly picked this morning. Enjoy some delicious coconut water, inhale the
fragrance of our curry or taste the slow cooked spices in our traditional Pepperpot. Guyanese
local cuisine is such a unique blend of all the cultures that call Guyana home. The architecture
of Georgetown ranges from old wooden buildings with the most amazing fret work, to the new
and modern. Guyana’s story is one of history and family. Memories of where we came from
and the dreams of where we are going. If you sit with a group of Guyanese it will not be long
before they ask each other “who are your parents, which house did you grow up in, were did
you go to school…ahhh! I know your family!” It is a small country filled with the most loyal and
devoted friends you would ever want to meet.
We hope you will visit the Hinterland of Guyana. It is made up of a series of sparsely populated settlements and Amerindian communities over a massive area of land that encompasses,
mountains, rivers, rainforests and savannah in some of the most biologically diverse areas in
the world. Here, many of the eco lodges are run and operated by the communities. “Community Based Tourism” allows indigenous communities to share their culture and the incredible
beauty of our pristine country, while nurturing a sustainable business. Tourism in Guyana is
the largest and fastest growing industry in terms of the number of people it employs. Tourism is
pride in who we are and the joy and willingness to share the warmth of our culture.
If you are a birder, Guyana is the home of more than 850 species. If you are a lover of wildlife, you will be mesmerized by the “Giants of Guyana”: the Harpy Eagle - the largest of all
the eagles, the Giant River Otter, the Giant Anteater, the Jaguar - the largest of the cats, the
Black Caiman - the largest member of the ‘Alligatoridae’ family and the Lau Lau - the largest
fresh water fish. There is also the Victoria Amazonica - the Giant Water Lily, a sight to behold
at sunset. The bud of this giant flower will open fully before your very eyes. The lily pads that
surround the flower can become as large as a table which could comfortably seat 4 to 6 adults.
Guyana is a country that is rich in so many ways, a true kaleidoscope of emotions and cultures.
We know you have a choice of where you travel and we are delighted that you have chosen to
come to Guyana. WELCOME! We hope you enjoy your stay.

Treina F. Butts
Executive Director

Andrea de Caires
President

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

10

Mitra Ramkumar
Treasurer

Teri O’Brien
Committee Member

Kevin Daby
Committee Member

Camille Bhutto
Committee Member

Alvin Wilson
Committee Member

Development Fund
Dear Guest,
The Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana, through
its membership across the country, has created an exciting
initiative for Guyana – The Tourism Development Fund.
The proceeds of the fund will be spent on projects aimed at
•
•
•

Marketing Guyana both regionally and internationally.
The development and preservation of our tourism
product.
Support training initiatives for our young school leavers,
and re-training to achieve higher standards in the
industry with the objective of reinforcing a culture in
which tourism is the career of choice.

Participating properties will add a charge of US$1 per room
for each night of your stay to your account which will go
towards this new fund. It is a voluntary contribution and
should you, for some reason, not wish to participate, the
charge will be removed from your account without question.
The TDF will be managed by a Special Committee comprising
representatives from the Public and Private Sectors who
ensure that projects undertaken by the fund continue to
have a strong marketing, education, environmental and
developmental impact.
In anticipation of your support, we thank you for your
contribution, as we endeavor to make Guyana an even better
place for us all.
Sincerely yours,
Andrea de Caires
President
Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana
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Welcome

Minister of Business with
responsibility for Tourism
As Minister with responsibility for the growth and development of Tourism in
Guyana I am proud to welcome our readers to this year’s edition of Explore
Guyana.
So far for this year, destination Guyana has seen a double-digit percentage
increase in visitor arrivals, due in part to our jubilee Independence celebrations
in May but also reflecting the heightened interest in our country since the
oil discovery off of our shores that has stirred significant international media
coverage.
While this is wonderful news and augurs well for Guyana, the development of
a viable and sustainable tourism industry cannot be achieved by relying on the
spin-off effects of national or commercial activities. It requires a more deliberate
effort.
Explore Guyana has been and remains an important part of that effort,
highlighting the policies, products, and opportunities of a unique and emerging
destination.
Named for its many waters which provide an extensive natural transportation
network, Guyana is made up of ten administrative regions, each with its own
attractions.  Guyana’s diversity is embodied in its people as well as the flora and
fauna of our well-preserved rain forests, savannahs, wetlands and mountains.
These are the attributes which Guyana seeks to develop and promote within
the context of a modern tourism industry driven by private investment
and supported by public policy. A long-overdue national tourism policy,
will provide the framework for an action plan for the industry which
will see a coordinated and strategic approach by key stakeholders.                                                                                                                                    
Pristine and unspoiled, Guyana is a gem-in-the-rough and it is imperative that we
familiarize the world’s nature lovers with our country’s rich bio-diversity and rich
culture. Guyanese Hospitality must transition from a broadly accepted paradigm
to a term of art used to distinguish and brand the Guyanese tourism product.

HON. DOMINIC GASKIN
Ministry of Business with
responsibility for Tourism

We must fully develop the niche areas of our tourism industry such as birdwatching, sports fishing, nature and adventure tours and other activities where
Guyana’s uniqueness provides a comparative advantage. These specialized and
lucrative areas of tourism can contribute significantly to local economies.
Our Country offers an array of exhilarating experiences for discerning tourists
from all parts of the world. And so, as you immerse yourself in these lively pages,
it is my hope that you will discover the value of South America’s best kept secretGuyana! I commend this publication and encourage readers to Explore Guyana.
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Our magnificent Exotic Chinese Restaurant
Complex, with its multiplicity of Sections
and Services and excellent Cuisine, stands
out as a pride and delight of Guyana and the
Caribbean ...
Our VIP facilities are available for special
occasions, corporate meetings, parties and
other functions. Make your reservation to
secure our VIP rooms.
Main Street deck with live entertainment,
Conference centre with Internet access
Lecturn, P.A system Wide screen TV
& Four private rooms
E
X
PDaily buffet Mon.
L
Noon to 2 p.m.
O
R
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to Sat.

Dim Sum every Sunday
a.m to noon
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32 Main Street, North Cummingsburg. Georgetown , Guyana. South America
Tel: 592 225-0868, 225-0195, 225-1730
www.newthrivingrestaurant.com
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Boating to Andu Falls

Fishes
and
Waterfalls

T

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

16

By: Jonathan W. Armbruster, Nathan K. Lujan, and David C. Werneke

he Pakaraima Mountains of Guyana are a fantastic area
of ancient rocks carved by swift waters that run clear or
tea-colored. Most rivers pour off of the Guiana Shield
plateau in spectacular waterfalls like the celebrated Kaieteur
Falls. These regions have been a focus of fish exploration since
the early 1800’s, and there has been a recent resurgence in
scientific interest as investigations have revealed that each
stream often has distinctive species found nowhere else in the
world. In January of 2016, we completed an exploration of the
upper Ireng River, located along the Brazilian border, with a team
that included ourselves (fish biologists), Tim Colston (reptile and
amphibian biologist), Kristof Zyskowski (bird biologist), David
Brooks (artist), Ovid Williams (Bureau of Amerindian Affairs),
Mark Rahm and Mahendra Doraisami (both UG students), and
Lolita Flemming Marcus (cook).
Our goal was set by the 1906 description of a small species of
flat, armor-plated, suckermouth catfish by the esteemed British
ichthyologist C. Tate Regan. This fish, named Lithoxus bovallii,
was named in honor of Dr. Carl Bovallius, who was described
as being a Swedish gentleman who traveled into the interior
of Guyana. Bovallius obtained some of the only fishes ever
collected from the upper Ireng. Bovallius went on to found
Holmia, a mining camp that was located near present day

Chenapow on the Potaro River. This fish species was essential
to our studies of the fishes of the Guiana Shield, and the
biodiversity of the upper Ireng River remained virtually unknown
to scientists.
Our team flew into Orinduik, one of Guyana’s most famous
waterfalls. Unlike Kaieteur, Orinduik cascades over several steps.
It is surrounded by rolling hills and arid savannah where the few
trees that exist are clustered near the Ireng and its tributaries.
Once there, we hiked and boated to localities below Orinduik
and fished inside of the falls complex as well. The rock that
forms Orinduik is jasper, which is incredibly hard but beautifully
rose-colored when wet. As for fishes, this is not a prime location
for diversity. The water is low in nutrients, and the hard jasper
rocks form few of the cobbles and pebbles that fish need to hide.
Nonetheless, each of our net hauls usually contained fishes,
and a few even included that same fish that Bovallius caught
so long ago. Several other species that we collected were new
to science. Particularly exciting to us were an armored fish like
Lithoxus but longer in body called Harttia.
From there, we joined our indigenous Patamona guides from
the upstream village of Kaibarupai on a six-hour boat ride up
the Ireng river. Slowly, the gallery forest became thicker, and we

Boating to Kaibarupai Village

Maikwak Falls

were soon in thick jungle. The village of Kaibarupai lies in the valley
mostly north of Monkey River and south of Mt. Kukuinang. We
were helped greatly by the people of Kaibarupai, led by Touschou
Kendall Salvatore, who led us further up the Ireng to where it
splits into two branches. One of these branches, called Sukwabi
Creek, was particularly magnificent. Sukwabi breaks on an even
higher plateau and cascades down the plateau in two magnificent
waterfalls, Andu and Wotowanda while the Ireng River cascades
down in an equally impressive falls named Uluk Tuwuk. A small
savannah exists between the two waterfalls of the Sukwabi where
there are several petroglyphs that our Patamona guides told us
were old even to them. Above those falls, we caught even more
species of fishes that were uknown to us. In the rapids just below
Sukwabi’s waterfalls, one of the most interesting discoveries of our
Orinduik Falls
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Nathan Lujan & David Werneke

trip: another suckermouth armored catfish called Neblinichthys. Males
of this genus have extremely elongate teeth sticking out of the top of
their snouts, earning them the nickname “punk catfish”, but, alas, we
only caught females, leaving another small mystery that will have to be
solved by another future expedition.  

David Werneke below Wotowanda Falls

Team at Falls on Ireng River
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Guyana is a land of waters and waterfalls, and it contains a vast wealth
of biodiversity. The Ireng is among the least impacted rivers in the
country and the waters run cold and clear except for the tea stain of
tannins naturally washed in to it. The fishes in the rivers are wonderful
and mostly new to science. The beauty of Guyana’s Pakaraima
Mountains is unparalleled in our journeys across the world, but much
of the region still needs exploration to document and understand its
biodiversity. Waterfalls like Orinduik and Kaieteur act as barriers to fish
movements, allowing different species to thrive above the falls than
below. As one looks upon the vast landscape of the Pakaraimas, one
cannot help but to think of how much of the area has yet to be explored
and how many unknown species still lie waiting for intrepid biologists to
make their way to find them.
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Explore Guyana Essay Contest
There were two categories, one for primary school (1000
words) and one for secondary school (1500-2000 words).  
The topic was “GUYANA THROUGH MY EYES”.  The Judges
were authors, Mr. Ruel Johnson, Ms. Sharon Maas, GECOM
Chairman, Dr. Steve Surjbally and President of THAG, Mrs.
Andrea de Caires. The judging criteria was as follows:
Creativity
Structure
Adherence to topic
Grammar
WOW factor
TOTAL

-

30%
20%
20%
10%
20%
100%

There were countless entries, but there were two very
clear first place winners.
Ms. Victoryne Mohabir of St. Margaret’s Primary won the
Primary School category and Mr. Omari Joseph of Queens
College won the Secondary School category.  Ms. Mohabir
won a trip to Surama Eco Lodge in Surama Village and Mr.
Joseph won a trip to Caiman House in Yupakari Village.  
Both Lodges are located in Region Nine, North Rupununi.
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Ms. Victoryne Mohabir & Mr. Omari Joseph receiving their First Place Certificates

Essay Winner

Guyana Through
My Eyes

By: Victoryne Mohabir

Ms. Victorine Mohabir visiting Surama Eco-Lodge

G

uyana, a country wedged gracefully in between
Venezuela, Brazil and Suriname, crafted by God’s
own hands is the place I call home. As a child, I view
this diverse land of six peoples,numerous rivers,plains,
mountains and valleys as rich in flora and fauna, food, festivals
andformations that captivate both tourists and locals. Above all,
Guyana has a splendid future.
Guyana, my native land is replete with flora and fauna that
is unique and exciting and available for all to enjoy. In short,
we are a biodiversity paradise. Actually, there are more than
eight hundred fifty species of birds. From the cock-of-the-rock’s
bright red crest that rises from rocky outcrops and the loud
beautiful sounds of the colourful macaws that make a rainbow
when in flight, Guyana is the perfect place, in my view, for bird
watching. Then, there is the majestic harpy eagle that spreads
its imposing wings as if Guyana belongs to him and the regular
ducks and fowls that are reared for their eggs and meat. Other
exotic animals such as the black and spotted jaguar, the yellow
tree frog, several species of fish and the mysterious anaconda
(camoudie) make Guyana their home. Then, there are plants
that can be used for food, medicine, craft and infrastructure
as well as the pristine forests which serve as a carbon sink and
home to our most wonderful creatures; some of which are yet
to be discovered. From the crabwood tree which provides crab
oil and the rare and exotic Victoria Regia lily to the numerous
fruit trees, Guyana is a jewel in the forest. It is always a treat to
sink my still developing teeth into a ripe mango, a juicy piece of
soursop, just softened sapodillas and wash it all down with some
cool coconut water.  In my view, Guyana’s flora and fauna is its
beauty and trying to express it all may take decades.
I have travelled to the Caribbean, Australasia and North
America and can conclude that Guyanese food is the best.
Mainly derived from the six ethnic groups that comprise my
homeland, Guyanese food is varied. Pepperpot from the
Amerindians is quite a treat at Christmastime and no Old Year’s
Night celebration is complete without the meal the Africans
left us, cook-up-rice with all kinds of meat. I also enjoy curries
introduced by the early East Indians especially with duck and
pies, pastries and delicious cakes for dessert (European food).

What a joy it is to eat chowmein and all other Chinese dishes
from the number of restaurants here in Guyana or cooked by
one of my parents. In my view, Guyana’s food is its diversity and
just writing about it makes me quite hungry.
My Guyana is rich in cultural, religious and national festivals
that came with the peoples who came through different
circumstances. Mashramani (a celebration after hard work)
is a colourful Carnival-like parade through the streets of
Georgetown, our capital city which is more than two hundred
years old. This festival commemorates our Republican
anniversary. Then, there is the Hindu festival of colours Phagwah. Patrons roam the streets and bathe each other in
colorful abeer and abrack. Even non-Hindus join the fun as a
reminder that we are one people from one nation with one
destiny. From Deepavali to Christmas to Eid to Independence
Day, our festivals provide a platform for us to celebrate as one.
Surely, Guyana’s festivals is its unity, its strength.
Guyana’s land formations are unmatched. From rolling
savannahs in the Rupununi to the high mountains in the
Pakaraima range, in my view, Guyana’s land formations are its
best kept secret. The majestic Kaietuer Falls stands proudly on
the Potaro River making a statement of scenic beauty in our
country. Then, the flat coastal plain with arable lands for farming
houses the most beautiful historic buildings such as the St.
George’s Cathedral and the Lighthouse which have existed for
centuries. Our hilly areas are rich in bauxite as well as brown,
red and white sand and clay. It seems as if God hand crafted my
dear land. Truly, Guyana’s landforms is its best kept secret which
should be told to the world.
Finally, this dear land of mine has a future that stems from its
past. This country is developing vastly in many areas especially in
the city clean-up project. As I travel from my home on the West
Bank of Demerara, I would look out the window only to see
many men working hard in the gutters, trying to clear away the
mess even I may have made. As a member of my school’s ECHO
group I am sure that Guyana’s future will be clean, green and
safe for all to enjoy. My view of Guyana is one of promise.
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Essay Winner

Guyana Through
My Eyes
By: Omari Joseph

Caiman Tagging

Caiman House

M

y Guyana is 83,000 square miles of specially designed
adventure. Whether you wish to passively enjoy
scenery or actively engage with our culture and nature,
we have something for you.
A visitor from the north perhaps will have the most dramatic
introduction to my land. As he soars among the clouds he if he
is observant enough will notice when the blue sky is no longer
mirrored by the blue Caribbean Sea, he will notice when that
aquamarine gives way to the fertile mahogany of the Atlantic
ocean.
Not long after he will see life affirming green. Now everyone may
know their primary colours and be able to recognise green on a
colour palette but I assure you that you’ve never seen green until
you’ve seen my green land of Guyana.
For fifteen minutes you, my northern visitor are treated to the
vision that is our rainforest, verdant green intersected by several
of our trailing rivers which together have given us the name land
of many waters.
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But when you land you are not in the forest. Your first steps
in my country, if you enter via plane, will be in Demerara. The
smallest yet most populous of our counties is a woman so
accustomed to work she knows not how to rest. In her bosom
lies our capital city of Georgetown a strip on a colour palette.
Guyana is a country of colours; many hued, multifaceted and
unclassifiable colours, all of which fulfil the promise of creation.
In Guyana we create. We create food, we create life, and we
create an adventure.
Our primary colours are not quite named red, blue and yellow,
but rather the three green counties are named after the three
main rivers (Demerara, Berbice, and Essequibo).

Omari Joseph in the
North Rupununi Savannahs

Our busy lady Demerara is the urban swatch on the palette.
Sandwiched between the two larger counties, she is cramped for
space but still serves as the heart of the nation and the centre of
attention. Each day hundreds flow in and out of her streets like
blood through the chambers of a heart. The business conducted
within her domain oxygenates the rest of the country daily.
Her right hand, Georgetown, is a relic of the colonial times
era. Within its sprawling boundaries evidence of our colonial
ancestry remain in the Victorian architecture, tree-lined avenues,
and renowned buildings like St. Georges Cathedral and Stabroek
market. Yet almost in the centre of theses obvious attempts at
civilisation Demerara show she is not completely tamed. The
nearly two hundred acres of the Botanical Gardens, houses some
one hundred and eighty-nine bird species.
Georgetown may not be the city that never sleeps, but while
it is awake it certainly is a hive of activity. The people who call
the capital home are the cheerful spirit that fills the city. Here
lifestyles are forever in motion with very little room for rest. The
people are bathed in sunlight, blown by the north wind and have
taken up root like the crops which are grown on the coast.
The sugarcane fields are like green frills on the outskirts of the
city, providing a smooth transition to the villages as you take a
drive along the highway right next to the seawalls. Through the
window on the eastbound drive away from town, I see
houses becoming scarcer and the trees becoming thicker. The
transition leads to the end of Demerara and the banks of the
Abary River.
You can’t quite jump over the Abary River, but once you drive
over you would have taken a jump back in time to the ‘Ancient
County’ of Berbice. If Demerara is our worker bee, then Berbice
is our genteel lady capable of running a sprawling
plantation but preferring to sit on her veranda and sip a
refreshing cup of mauby. Any day is good enough for a

Rupununi River

throwback in the county renowned for its antiquity. The county’s
long history is primarily influenced by the Dutch, who left behind
their architecture. This is embodied in Fort Nassau, found up the
Berbice River. There are also colonial buildings like the Mission
Chapel building in New Amsterdam.
Berbice is home to the locally famous #63 Beach, as well as Port
Mourant, which in itself was home to many prominent Guyanese
such as the late Dr. Cheddi Jagan. Berbice also features Blairmont
estate, which has retained its original layout, despite progress.
A trip up the Canje River will provide another amazing birding
experience and offer the opportunity to see the Canje Pheasant,
Guyana’s national bird.
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Life in Berbice, which is the only county with three towns, retains
the town lifestyle with a strong influence of laid back country
living. This makes Berbice a ‘pseudo-rural’ experience, the second
primary colour on the palette that is Guyana.
Unlike the other counties, Essequibo offers variety that does not
pale in comparison to its size. She is our untamed beauty. The only
major townships are Lethem to the South and Anna Regina to the
North. It is truly the embodiment of rural life. In
Essequibo time seems to slowly fade eventually becoming
irrelevant once you step into the interior of the county. In places
like the Rupununi Savannah the only thing that matters is peace,
sunsets and sunrises.
Within the vast expanse of the Essequibo, I see natural wonders
which make Guyana that much more memorable. Mount Roraima
stands as the tallest peak in the nation.
Kaieteur Falls is the largest single drop waterfall in the world. The
Iwokrama Forest Reserve is a treasure trove of must-see birds and
wildlife. It is the best county to spot the elusive Jaguar. It is also
the best county to witness the indigenous people and
their culture. All these headline worthy qualities make Essequibo
the third and most vibrant county on the palette of Guyana’s
landmass.
Many people have travelled the world and seen its many
treasures. They may have even seen the Seven Wonders of the
World. Though I have not seen as much as they have, it is clear to
me that anyone seeking warmth, nature or an experience to
treasure for a lifetime has to cut some time out of their schedule
to come see Guyana, the land of many waters.

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

23

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

24

“Yours to Experience,
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Email: info@amsguyana.com,
Website: amsguyana.com

T: (592) 219.0096 - 6 • F: (592) 219.0093
Email: info@guyana-tourism.com
Website: www.guyana.tourism.com
www.guyanabirding.com
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THE CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Was designed by an Englishman, Sir Leonard Stokes.
Granite obtained from the quarries of Dalli and
Wolga on the Essequibo River and sand from Leguan
was used in the construction of this structure whose
foundation stone was laid on 15 August 1915.

9
5

11

14

3

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

26

7

DENOTES CITY HOTEL LOCATIONS
Please refer to page 96 for details of Hotel listings

8

STAL HOTEL

TO GRAND COA

This 280 mile wall is a Dutch-designed and
British-built dyke that protects Georgetown
against flooding. It is a favourite
“liming”, jogging and kite-flying spot.

4

RAILWAY STREET

LAMAHA STREER

13

MIDDLETON STREER

6

The monument was designed by
renowned Guyanese Artist Philip Moore.

ANIRA STREET

LALUNI STREET
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Jaguar

For indigenous peoples’
all wild cats, regardless of
size, are referred to as

“tiger”

OUR

“TIGERS”
AND US

T

his year has been a busy one for the authorities and
stakeholders interested in human-big cat interactions
in Guyana. The tough 2015-2016 El Niño event placed
tremendous pressure on wildlife and people, leading to
less than desirable outcomes. On the Essequibo coast,
for example, a number of indigenous communities saw
unprecedented attacks on their livestock and domestic
animals from jaguars and pumas. Recently, jaguars have also
been reported attacking nesting turtles on Shell Beach.

By: Anthony Cummings PhD.

The tough weather conditions presented by El Niño it appears,
led to a greater dispersal of big cat prey species and making
their survival more difficult. As a result, big cats became more
interested in domestic animals much to the displeasure of
residents. While these events, and their outcomes, have been
captured in newspaper and television reports, they must not
be allowed to mask the deeper and stronger undercurrents of
human-big cat challenges that exist in Guyana today.
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Jaguar

Guyanese have always held big cats in high esteem. In fact, along
with the giant anteater, harpy eagle, giant river otter, arapaima,
false vampire bat, capybara, green anaconda, black caiman,
giant South American river turtle, and Victoria Amazonia lily, the
jaguar, Guyana’s national animal, is a major tourist attraction.
Guyana’s indigenous peoples perhaps best exemplify the respect
and affection for cat species. For indigenous peoples’ all wild
cats, regardless of size, are referred to as ‘tiger’. More specific
common names are associated with these cat species, driven

largely by indigenous peoples observing the strong likeness in
the coat colors of cats and the animal species that they hunt for
food.  For example, the three biggest cat species in Guyana, the
jaguar (Panthera onca), the Puma (Puma concolor) and ocelot
(Leopardus pardalis) are referred to as turtle tiger, deer tiger,
and labba tiger, respectively. Indeed, in conjunction with these
top predators, Guyana’s indigenous peoples are the architects of
Guyana’s forests as seen today.
There is, unfortunately, a downside to the fear held towards big
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Hinterland Residents Traveling By River

cats. When cats are caught in conflict situations with
domestic animals and livestock, killing the offending
cat has often been viewed as a viable option. Such
desires to kill big cats have been given fuel by a few
incidents over the past decade or so that has led to
them being viewed more suspiciously. In 2013, a puma
attacked and severely injured a young indigenous
girl in a hinterland village. As a result of this attack,
people are now expressing greater fear of big cats and
a greater desire to kill offending cats. Strangely, most
of the people who express fear of big cats have hardly
had first-hand experiences of an injury attributable
to a cat (Cummings, 2015), but stories like the ones
of the indigenous girl being injured, and domestic
animals and livestock being injured, drive these
concerns.
While a sound account on how people have interacted
with big cats in Guyana is still being developed, what is
certain is that more of these animals are being harmed
as people move into the frontiers for gold, diamond,
timber, and as habitats shrink due to increasing
populations. Changes in weather patterns too, as seen
in the 2015-2016 El Niño are also having a toll of big cats that are
so critical to maintaining biodiversity at manageable levels and
supporting the country’s thriving ecotourism industry.
But, there is a legitimate concern for the interactions between
big cats and humans. Gold miners, for example, keep dogs in
their camps as a legitimate means of protecting themselves,
while the dog may also provide hunting services. But to a jaguar
or puma, a dog is an easy and delicious target, especially critical
when hunting from the miner may be competing for their
prey.  As a result, jaguars show up in mining camps in search
of the dog. Many successful jaguars hunts for dogs have been
reported (Cummings, 2015), but as a result, the gold miner is left
vulnerable and ready to kill a cat on sight.
Beyond gold miners, the group of people involved in the
strongest interactions with big cats are cattle farmers. Jaguars
and pumas are known throughout Latin America, to favor young
calves and sheep. In a sense, the interaction between big cats
and cattle farmers presents an ideal situation to understand
the monetary value of living with big cats. In 2015, Cummings
(2015), in one of the first attempts to understand the nature
of human-big cat interactions, found that at least 90 head of
cattle were killed by big cats in the Berbice River area of Guyana
between 2005-2014. Each head of cattle has a value in real
currency to its owner, and this translates to a value in need
of protection. Consequently, the presence of the big cats and
the threats they pose to livestock and people has led to the
development of methods to capture offending cats. However,
once captured by a local community, a series of challenges arise,
in how to move them to another location far enough away. One
farmer tried to raise sheep, but had to abandon the enterprise
due to losses attributed to jaguars.
The interactions between ‘tigers’ and people in Guyana,
therefore leave some tough questions to be answered. While
the importance of these top predators to the local ecosystem
is well established, peoples fear and safety concerns leave no
easy answers for developing sustainable solutions. In reality,
wildcats are a part of the Guyanese forested landscape, and
they play critical ecological roles. At the same time, people’s
fears cannot be ignored. Of great encouragement to developing

Jaguar

solutions is the overwhelming desire of people across Guyana to
live side-by-side with big cats. This desire serves as a foundation
for developing solutions, and tools such as the Android-based
mobile phone application available at www.reportwildlifegy.
com that is being tested to allow people to report problems with
cats, are emerging as important in helping to manage human-cat
challenges.
While we continue to develop the picture of the nature of
human-wildcat interactions in Guyana, there is a need to step
up protection efforts for our ‘tigers’. There is a need to recognize
that the forest that provides multiple services to us, is their
home and we should go there with respect and tolerance.  
Safe trap
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“It was the first and the last time i was ever on a ‘Cayman’s back’-Charles
” Waterton

Waterton’s Forest
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By: Brendan de Caires

henever I fly over the Interior, I think of Charles
Waterton.  Strolling into the jungles of British Guiana
in 1812, Waterton somehow survived everything that
nature threw at him and his charmingly eccentric Wanderings
in South America remains one of the most vivid accounts of the
Interior to this day. Incurably inquisitive, Waterton never tired
of “the great book of Nature” and he knew how to describe it it
with infectious enthusiasm.

A carefree childhood on a secluded English estate had given
Waterton a lifelong interest in nature’s oddities (lusus naturae).
One of his stranger pets was a duck that had its head above its
tail, and had to somersault in order to eat food placed on ground
behind it. His curiosity served him well in the tropics and it
steadied his nerves in situations that lesser men might have fled.
Sauntering through the forest he remains enviably detached:
“The crickets chirp from sunset to sunrise, and often during the

day when the weather is cloudy. The bête-rouge is exceedingly
numerous in these extensive wilds, and not only man, but beasts
and birds, are tormented by it. Mosquitos are very rare after you
pass the third island in the Demerara, and sand-flies but seldom
appear.”
Waterton set out to find the formula for wourali, poison that
Amerindians used on the tips of their arrows. But once he
entered the bush he was endlessly distracted. His book is filled
with rapturous accounts of birds, sloths, jungle creepers and
he moves through the landscape like a caffeinated tourist. One
night he stayed awake – mercifully, in vain –  hoping to observe
vampire bats as they fed on him. On another occasion he talked
his companions into restraining a caiman so he could ride on its
back. In his spare time he even dreamed up a wonderfully comic
scientific hoax.

Hoping to confound naturalists who obsessed over the finer
points of Linnaean classification, Waterton forged a missing
link between man and ape. He called it the “Nondescript” and
sketched its imaginary likeness so that it resembled the English
Treasury Secretary, J.R. Lushington – he even manipulated the
features of a stuffed red howler monkey to substantiate the
claim. (Lushington was a petty functionary who had dared
to impose duties on scientific specimens.) The forgery didn’t
deceive its intended victims but I’ve always felt that Waterton’s
low estimate of customs officials was way ahead of its time.
Another reason why I often think of Waterton is that I went to
his alma mater, Stonyhurst College, nearly two centuries after
young Charles was enrolled at the age of 14. Our memories of
the school couldn’t have been more different – he loved it – but
this small overlap of experience makes me feel that I can look
over Waterton’s shoulder when he writes. During eight long
years at Stonyhurst I returned to Georgetown for three holidays
a year. Many happy weekends were spent fishing and hunting
on the Essequibo, or escaping from the city to various creeks,
rivers and ranches. Most of these jaunts were over in a day
and in retrospect they offered little more than glimpses of the
forest. Later, when I returned home for good, I made a far more
Watertonian excursion, into the Kaieteur gorge.
Before we set out, my friend and guide assured me that it would
only take a few days. After a picturesque stroll through the
jungle, we would fly back to Ogle. Not quite. It was rainy season,
so the river overflowed and washed away our intended trail.
After six straightforward days we got completely lost for three.
These were long days in which we walked around in large circles,
cluelessly clearing a path through the sodden undergrowth
with machetes. Large green flies stalked us.  I was smothered in
industrial strength insect repellent but it didn’t seem to bother
them and they dined on our exposed skin whenever we stopped
moving.
In the end, before despair set it, we swam out through the
floodplain to the river. Then, half-swimming half-walking we
traced our way along what would, in normal weather, have been
a few hours walk to Kaieteur. As we swam through the trees
that had been submerged by the river scores of spiders leapt
onto our backpacks, crawling companionably over our necks
and heads. It felt like one of those terror-in-the Amazon movies

The Nondescript, Waterton’s mischievous and most infamous
creation, an enduring enigma.

Charles Waterton

in which the dreaded piranha, anaconda and crocodiles had,
thankfully, been sent to the wrong location. When it was all over
we spent several glorious days at the top of Kaieteur, marvelling
at the view and our luck in having it all to ourselves. The only
lasting consequences of our folly were the mystery larvae in my
shins that sprouted little worms a fortnight later.
Waterton’s follies were much greater than ours, but we
experienced the forest in similar ways. In the week before the
rain defeated us, I vividly remember paddling a canoe upriver
into what looked like thousands of miniature icebergs. Waterton
describes it like this:” A few miles before you reach the great fall
… large balls of froth come floating past you. The river appears
beautifully marked with streaks of foam, and on your nearer
approach the stream is whitened all over.” At other times, I
remember being impressed at the way that old trees – one fell
right next to us – were recycled by the forest. Here, again, is
Waterton, noticing something similar about trees entangled by
creepers (“bush-rope”): “Their heads remain firmly supported
by the bush-rope; many of their roots soon refix themselves
in the earth, and frequently a strong shoot will sprout out
perpendicularly from near the root of the reclined trunk, and in
time become a fine tree.”
Sadly, Waterton is little read today and few Guyanese willingly
enter the forest that he explored so vividly. That is a pity,
because his memory of the forest remains essentially intact,
offering those who visit it a chance to experience a vanishing
world. By strange coincidence, Arthur Conan Doyle, another
Stonyhurst alumnus, set his Lost World – in which explorers are
attacked by dinosaurs –  in Guyana. I fear that we probably don’t
have velociraptors hiding on Mount Roraima, nor Missing Links
skulking in our forests, but it is hard not to feel that we could
all learn to appreciate our neglected Interior landscapes a little
more through the literary imaginations of these two Englishmen.
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Our Bi-Annual Culinary Extravaganza

Come Out “Explore, Eat, Repeat”

By: Kevin Daby

W

hile many tourists have already discovered the creole
culinary delights of Guyana – from curries to cookup
to even our Christmas indigenous specialty, pepperpot
- local restaurateurs are still enhancing Guyana’s budding
reputation for fine dining. With a tropical climate, Guyana’s
terrain is primed for cultivating produce popularly used in many
different types of cuisine, and our local restaurant scene is a
melting pot of different cultures, but with a Guyanese flair.
To boost our unique gastronomy, the Tourism and Hospitality
Association of Guyana (THAG) decided in 2014 to organize our
first “Guyana Restaurant Week.”
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The inspiration for this initiative came from New York City when,
in 1992, local restaurants answered a call to market their fare to
the 15,000 journalists visiting during the Democratic National
Convention. As a result, a number of cities worldwide have
adopted and molded this experience into an annual event with
great success - for both the diner, who relishes the offer to try a
variety of flavors at a fraction of the price, and for the restaurant,
which has an opportunity to exercise even greater creative
flavours. This means that all participating restaurants have to
create their most enticing menus that follow both a set course
structure and also at a fixed price, and in the process, gain new
customers.
Restaurant Week, while in its infancy in Georgetown, has already
expanded from one week in 2014 to now a ten-day event just

two years later. Interestingly, Restaurant Week is more highly
anticipated by the locals than the tourists – perhaps because
their favourite restaurants offer new and refreshing menus that
push their chefs’ creative boundaries.
Also of special fare during Restaurant Week is a selection of
imported wines that serve as an accompaniment to the perfect
dining experience. The most recent brand has been Folonari,
which offered many different varietals, including an especial
Pinot Grigio. The introduction of this new brand of wines has
been widely and enthusiastically received.

For our Restaurant Week, THAG has implemented the universal
“prix fixe” model.  This means that all participating restaurants
create their most enticing menus that follow both a set course
structure and also at a fixed price for the diner.  For lunch, a
two course meal is $2,000 ($10.00 USD) and for dinner, a three
course meal $4,000 ($20.00 USD) and/or $5,000 ($25.00 USD)
including VAT and service charges where applicable. Beverages
are not included. Folonari wines will be available at many of
the participating restaurants at $4000 ($20.00 USD) a bottle or
$1000 ($5.00) a glass.

restaurants, with more and more Guyanese restaurants eager to
participate every year.

Participating restaurants met the challenge of Restaurant
Week superbly – with some restaurants even including a
complimentary after dinner drink of our world renowned 15 year
old rum.  

THAG is pleased to announce that the next Restaurant Week will
take place from Friday, November 11th to Sunday, November
20th, 2016, and will be sure to offer great dining experiences as
restaurants improve upon their successes from earlier in May,
2016.

The prix fixe structure was also favourably received by the diners,
as the affordability of the menus allowed even the most budgetconscious guests to participate in the event.  Adventurous diners
were also able to sample multiple restaurants, especially since
they were able to know in advance which dishes will be offered,
giving them more ‘food for thought’ in their selection process.
The ability to visit more than one restaurant, even for more
than one meal, was enhanced by the vast assortment of options
available to the diners. Guyana’s blend of ethnic backgrounds is
comprised of many different races owing to it’s colonial history,
and our culinary tapestry which includes Chinese, Indian,
African, Portuguese and Amerindian flavours. An example of this
fusion could be seen in one menu option being an appetizer of
pan seared baby scallops with a tamarind glaze on a bed of black
pudding (which is a haggis-inspired dish).
Indeed, dining out is an experience that consists of not only
good food but also inviting ambience, and these options were
also diverse for Guyana Restaurant Week. Patrons were able
to choose to dine in settings ranging from upscale to casual, al
fresco or air-conditioned, or with modern, tropical or colonial
decor. And these options were from just twelve participating

With a website dedicated to Guyana Restaurant week, diners are
encouraged to read the reviews of other guests’ experiences,
and they are also invited to post their reviews online at www.
guyanarestaurantweek.com or on our Facebook Page at www.
facebook.com/guyanarestaurantweek.   This encourages a
health competition and fosters pride and improvement for the
restaurants, but ultimately it is the diners who benefit.

With a nod to the extraordinary cookbook by Martha A. Cheves,
“Stir, Laugh, Repeat,” Guyana Restaurant Week’s motto has
become, “Explore, Eat, Repeat” - a wonderful idea and one that’s
not to be missed. Come out and eat! You’ll be glad you did!
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Waldyke Prince engaging Birding enthusiasts at Bird Fair

BRITISH BIRD FAIR ADVENTURE
Excitement Abounds in Guyana’s Exotic Birds

M

y most profound memory of England
was being greeted by the ‘English
Weather’ as I stepped out of Gatwick
Terminal, I was there for the biggest event
in the world for promoting Birding / Nature
tourism. The British Bird Watching Fair (BBWF)
is a huge annual event in the midlands of the
UK, in Rutland, and this year (2017) is its 28th
Anniversary.
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A large section of the ‘agenda’ of the BBWF
is about showcasing Nature and Adventure
tourism destinations around the world, as it
brings together bird watching tour operators
in just one place. The other part of the event
is Art & Craft based upon Nature, Seminars,
Lectures, Auctions Authors Forum and
workshops.
There are several Marquees that are divided
into exhibition Marquees selling destinations,
Art & Craft Marquee, Lecture Marquees,
Optical Equipment Marquees, Events
Marquee, Books and all types of Gizmos and
Gadgets. There are even Marquees for kids to

By: Waldyke Prince

do wildlife activities. Several UK conservation societies such as
BTO, BAS, RSPB and Bird Life International, just to name a few
are always here also.
It’s the ‘Olympics’ of all Birding Expos held in Britain’s smallest
county. It is held over a weekend in the middle of August
annually, and it is attended on average by more than 30,000
persons. To put this in perspective, Guyana only receives 3,000
tourists a year.
The fair ground is near Rutland Water lake area and its about
15 minutes’ drive from Oakham train station. Oakham is an
old English town, which seems rich in history, judging from its
collection of very old style buildings and architecture dating back
to 1700s and older.
I like to wander around the fair when I can get a breather from
promoting destination Guyana at our booth.  By observing what
other countries are doing, it helps me to understand what we in
Guyana need to do to encourage more bird/nature tourism to
Guyana.
It is essential for Guyana to attend Bird Fair as an exhibitor
because:
• Its an ideal forum and platform to ‘launch’ new products in
tourism for Guyana
• Networking with companies selling and can sell ‘Destination
Guyana’
• The ability to check and evaluate the regional competition
• Quality market research opportunities
• Opportunity to improve the promotion of Guyana’s brand
via technology and contemporary marketing tools
• The warmth of face-to-face discussions on why ‘Guyana’
with the customers to the Guyana booth
• Opportunity for the patrons to see and inquire about
Guyana
• A means of exhibiting Guyana’s tourism potential & products
via presentations and the Happy Hour for El Dorado Rum, is
always a highlight!
One of my fondest memories of being in the countryside of
England is seeing the Wood Pigeon for the first time. It’s as big as
our Chacalaca (Hanaqua) bird. I learned so much from meeting
and working along with Carl Browne who lives in London and
works at the Guyana High Commission. He’s a cornerstone of
Guyana’s booth at both Bird Fair and the World Trade Market. I

remember we had just missed a bus, so I asked Carl, when will
be the next bus, and he pulled out his smart-phone, did a few
taps and said; ‘it will be here in 6 minutes. I laughed, and then
looked down the road, and lo and behold, there was another bus
a few hundred meters down the road, and at precisely 5 minutes
50 seconds, the bus door opened in front of us. I was not used to
this coming from Guyana. We are not very punctual, as we have
too much of “just now, just now” in our culture.  And just for fun,
I checked out the timings with trains too. From my experience,
things do run ‘like clockwork’ in London.
It’s THE place to be during August for the UK’s Outdoors folks.
You can find from bat boxes and bird-nesting boxes to gadgets,
gizmos, books, paintings, sculptures, cameras and clothing, and
of course every kind of binoculars and scopes.
In the words of Nick Baker (one of UK’s top Naturalist); “I don’t
know why they call it a Bird Fair anymore, it’s about Wildlife, it’s
about everything to do with wildlife, of course there’s a slight
bias towards feathery things, but generally speaking its everyone
who is everything or anything in the world of wildlife and its
growing. I love it”.
I have attended Bird Fair, as local bird guide promoting
destination Guyana for the last 3 years.  I hope to be able to
continue coming in the years ahead, as I have introduced my
country to many new friends.
Carl Browne Abrams at Bird Fair
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THE LEGENDARY

HARPY EAGLE
Roaming Free

A

lthough, the harpy eagle is legendary few people have
seen one in the wild. Early South American explorers
named these great birds after the predatory “frightful,
flying creatures with hooked beak and claws” of Greek
mythology. This dark gray bird of prey has a very distinctive
look, with feathers atop its head that fan into a bold crest
when the bird feels threatened. Some smaller gray feathers
create a facial disk that may focus sound waves to improve the
bird’s hearing, similar to owls.
Like most eagle species, the female “harpy” is almost twice as
large as the male. The harpy eagle’s legs can be as thick as a
small child’s wrist, and its curved, back talons are larger than
grizzly bear claws at 5 inches (13 centimeters) long! The harpy
may not be the largest bird of prey (that title belongs to the
Andean condor), but this extraordinary creature is definitely
the heaviest and most powerful of birds.
Despite their wingspan, which can reach up to 6.5 feet (2
meters) across, harpies fly through their forest home with
great agility. For nesting, they favour silk-cotton trees (kapok
trees) and usually build nests 90 to 140 feet (27 to 43 meters)
above the ground. They like to use trees with widely spaced
branches for a clear flight path to and from the nest. Harpies
use large sticks to create the nest’s huge frame and line it with
softer leaves, seedpods, and animal fur to make it warm and
comfortable. A harpy nest measures about 4 feet (1.2 meters)

thick and 5 feet (1.5 meters) across, large enough for a person to
lie across! Once built, an eagle pair may reuse and remodel the
same nest for many years.
The strong, silent type, harpy eagles do not vocalize much.
When heard, they wail (wheee, wheee-ooooo), croak, whistle,
click, and mew.
The powerful harpy flies below the forest canopy and uses its
great talons to snatch up monkeys,  sloths and iguanas that can
weigh up to 17 pounds (7.7 kilograms)! A harpy is capable, in
a serious chase, of reaching speeds of 50 miles per hour (80
kilometers per hour). It dives down onto its prey and snatches it
with outstretched feet.
Its short, broad wings help the harpy fly almost straight up, too,
so it can attack prey from below as well as above. The harpy
eagle can turn its head upside down to get a better look at
its potential meal. The bird perches silently for hours—up to
23!—in a tree, patiently waiting to catch unsuspecting prey. It
has excellent vision and can see something less than 1 inch (2
centimeters) in size from almost 220 yards (200 meters) away.
The deadly talons of a harpy can exert several hundred pounds
of pressure (over 50 kilograms), crushing the bones of its prey
and instantly killing its victim. A harpy also feeds on opossums,
porcupines, young deer and snakes. Heavier prey is taken
to a stump or low branch and partially eaten or the innards
removed, since it is too heavy to be carried whole to the nest.
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Most of the harpy’s food is found in the rain forest canopy and
understory instead of on the forest floor. The larger females tend
to take sloths and monkeys; the smaller, more agile and faster
males tend to take more quantities of smaller food items. This
increases the pair’s chances of eating on a regular basis.
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Harpy eagles are monogamous and may mate for life. As parents,
they fiercely defend their eggs and young. The mother lays one
or two eggs in a clutch, and she only reproduces every two to
three years. Both parents incubate eggs, with the female taking
most of the responsibility. The first eaglet to hatch gets all the
attention and is more likely to survive, while the other egg dies
from lack of incubation. So why does the female lay two eggs?
The second egg acts as an insurance policy just in case there is
something wrong with the first egg. If the first egg fails to hatch,
the second egg has a decent chance of hatching, saving the
parents the need to start over with a new egg!
The newly hatched chick is all white and doesn’t attain its full
adult coloring until its third year. Both parents feed the chick

for about 10
months. Harpy
eagle chicks are
ready to fledge at
about five to six
months of age, but they usually hang around the nest for over a
year, begging a meal from its parents. Maybe returning once in
10 days, the parents provide less and less food, forcing Junior to
fend for him or herself.
Once mature, it is not unusual for chicks to return to nest in their
“home tree.” Harpies can breed from 5 to 30 years of age and
beyond. Given their years of dedicated parenting, a pair may not
raise many offspring in a lifetime
There are currently 2 active Harpy Eagle nests in Guyana.  If
seeing a Harpy Eagle is on your “bucket list”, this may be your
chance!  Please contact one of the tour operators listed at the
back of this magazine to book a trip to see an active harpy eagle
nest

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

41

The Aishalton
Petroglyph Complex
By: Gerard Pereira and Louisa Daggers
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A

Conservation International (Guyana), was in Aishalton
at the request of the Aishalton Village Council who were
looking to get the petroglyph complex designated as a
National Heritage Site.          

Our team which consisted of four people from
the Amerindian Research Unit of the University of
Guyana, the Walter Roth Museum of Anthropology,
and the Karamanbu Trust, along with assistance from

With this in mind we arrived at Aishalton on 10th April,
2016, to conduct a re-survey of the petroglyph complex
on behalf of Aishalton village. After meeting with the
Village Council we conducted the survey over the next
4 days before ending with a general village meeting to
discuss our findings and give our recommendations for

ishalton Village is located deep in the picturesque
south savannahs of Region #9. Lying just outside
of this village, on several granite boulders and
the most prominent local inselburg feature is found one
the most famous archaeological sites in Guyana, the
Aishalton Petroglyph Complex.

the preservation of the site, and the procedures necessary for
the site to be put on Guyana’s National Cultural Register.
So what are petroglyphs? Petroglyphs are the engraved
pictures of ancient Amerindians found on rock surfaces
throughout the Americas, as well as in several areas within
Guyana. The Aishalton petroglyphs are what are known
as enumerative petroglyphs, and display figures related to
humans (anthropomorphic), animals (zoomorphic), plants
(phytomorphic), along with geometric patterns (circles, spirals,
wavy lines), and punctuates (dots).
Nobody really knows the meaning behind enumerative
petroglyphs, however, there are two main theories concerning
them. The first theory states that they represent a symbiotic
relationship between humans and the animals used for food.
Thus, shaman engraved these petroglyphs as part of an
accounting system to appease the Master of Animals and the
spirits of the animals hunted. The second theory states that
the petroglyphs are a representation of the shaman entering
an ecstatic state where they experienced visions of the spirit
world in order to gain their powers of healing and communion
with the spirit world. According to this theory it is believed that
the people figures represent the shaman, the animals figures
represent spirit guides and/or the masters of the different animal
species, the geometric figures represent gateways to the spirit
world and the spirits of the shaman ascending to the land of the
ancestors etc, while the dots represent stars which are powerful
sky symbols.

The Aishalton petroglyphs have been reported on by many
explorers and researchers over the years. Some of the most
notable of these are: Carl Ferdinand (Appun 1831); Curtis
Farabee (1916); Father B. McKenna SJ (1959); N.O Poonai (1967),
Arthur Goodland (1971); and Denis Williams (1977). The largest
survey to date was conducted by Denis Williams who reported
over 30 sites and at least 686 individual petroglyph figures.
Based on comparisons with rock art styles in
North America and the Caribbean it is believed
that the Aishalton petroglyphs date from
5,000 to 3,000 BCE (5,000-7,000 years ago).
The Aishalton Petroglyph complex represents
a unique cultural landscape in the south
savannah. A cultural landscape that is
active and still very much alive as the local
population interacts with their surroundings
on a daily basis. These interactions add value
to the site and also are constant reminders of  
its cultural, historical, and spiritual significance
to indigenous people.  
Apart from looking to get the petroglyph
complex designated as a National Heritage
Site, Aishalton Village, is also hoping to
develop both conservation and eco-tourism
management plans for the area. In this way
everyone will get a chance to experience its
beauty, as well as the cultural, historical, and
spiritual significance of the site, and aid in
its conservation and maintenance for future
generations.
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Guyana

The Undiscovered
Corner of South America
By: Christopher Smith, Wildlife Worldwide Travelling Naturalist

Boating up the Rupununi River

A

s anyone would be, I was both excited and slightly
apprehensive before heading off to Guyana. However,
I seem to remember in the weeks before I left I spent
much of my time pointing out to family and friends exactly
where the country was.

Scarlet Macaw

It’s safe to say that Guyana really is the undiscovered gem of
the South American continent; its borders hide vast swathes
of untouched habitats and a diversity of wildlife that any
nature enthusiast would find difficult to match anywhere else
in the world.
It is estimated that Guyana only has 3000 visitors each year,
which is less than the number of tourists visiting the Sugarloaf
Mountain in neighbouring Brazil every day. However, these
low tourist numbers only add to the sense of adventure and
exploration in Guyana. Based on personal experience you can
spend days without seeing another tourist when travelling
around. This is extremely refreshing when you consider
that some of the world’s best destinations are becoming
increasingly busy and overcrowded.
The vast majority of the country’s population live on the
coastal plains, which means the rest of Guyana is relatively
unpopulated. In fact, around 75% of Guyana is covered in
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Riding the Rapids on the Rewa River

unbroken rainforest. Yet, there was more than jungle for us to
explore during our travels. Substantial areas of the country’s
southern regions are covered in savannah. These grasslands are
parched during the dry season, and then, they are completely
transformed in the wet season when the rains arrive creating a
flooded landscape.

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway

Each destination we visited in Guyana offered something
completely different. This meant that each morning there was a
sense of anticipation for what the day would hold. It’s difficult to
put down everything that happened into words, but there are a
few experiences that really stood out from my time in Guyana.
From watching the flowers of the Victoria Amazonica waterlily
open in the dusky evening light whilst sampling some of
Guyana’s finest rum punch at Karanambu; to being stunned
on the Iwokrama Canopy Walkway when a harpy eagle burst
through the trees and proceeded to perch on a nearby branch for
five minutes or so.   
From craning our necks back on the Rewa River to watch pairs of
blue-and-yellow macaws fly over our boat in the fading sunlight;
to admiring the sheer scale of the rainforest from the top of
Turtle Mountain in Iwokrama only to be distracted by our guide
pointing out black spider and red howler monkeys.
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Giant Anteater
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Landrover in the Savannah

Nature & Adventure Travel Specialist

Our
JAGUARS
Don’t break down!
Exploring the flooded rainforest near Karanambu

From rummaging in old palm leaves in search of poison dart frogs
on the Panorama Trail of Rock View Lodge in Annai; to paddling
along the Burro Burro River close to Surama with just the sounds
of the rainforest to keep us company.
And I can’t forget our ride across the savannah in an old land
rover and seeing a giant anteater bustling through the grass just
after sun rise or the immense force of the water tumbling down
the face of Kaieteur Falls, the longest single drop of any waterfall
in the world.
For a country so small, Guyana is brimming with incredible
things to do and see, and the ridiculous thing is that we barely
scratched the surface of what it has to offer. Of course the
accommodation is rustic and you may get a few visits from
the local wildlife in your room, but the lodges are also unique,
unpretentious and authentic. Honestly, if the accommodation
was all 4-star and 5-star hotels, then the Guyana experience
would be nowhere near as exciting or captivating.    
Some locations in Guyana are about as far-flung and remote as
you can be, and at times, it feels like you are the first person to
set eyes on a patch of rainforest or a secluded jungle stream.
The savannahs and the rainforest have been left untouched by
human development and this has allowed wildlife to flourish. So,
if you are looking for a journey of a lifetime and an enthralling
wildlife experience, then there’s nowhere better in the world
than Guyana.

Amazing adventures in the rainforest and
savannahs of Guyana.
Experience the best of community tourism,
wildlife, nature & guides.
Adventure also available in Suriname, French
Guiana, Dominica, Barbados, St. Lucia,
Trinidad & Tobago

141 Fourth Street, Campbellville,
Georgetown Guyana
Tel : +592 227 7698 / +592 226 2085

info@wilderness-explorers.com
wilderness-explorers.com
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THAG Anniversary Dinner

Celebrating
25 Years of THAG
T

By Tony Thorne

he late 1980s and early 1990s was a period of growth in the
tourism industry in Guyana.

The private sector was starting to invest in infrastructure and
business opportunities.  The Forte Crest Hotel (Guyana’s only
international owned hotel, now known as the Pegasus Hotel),
teamed up with locally owned SWIM Tours and imported vehicles
and boats and built a small ecolodge called Timberhead.  Around
the same time some families allowed their private country houses
to be utilised for tourist accommodation and Shanklands and The
Gazebo on the Essequibo opened their doors to tourists.
Pioneer tour operators such as Wonderland Tours and Rainbow
River Safaris offered tours into the interior and flights to Kaieteur
Falls and Double ‘B’ Exotic Gardens offered birdwatching tours of
the Gardens.
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In 1991 the Minister of Trade and Tourism convened a meeting of
the private sector, which was cancelled at the very last minute. As
the saying goes, “when one door closes, another one opens”. As
a number of persons were already at the Ministry they decided
to hold their own meeting and moved across to the Forte Crest
Hotel where the informal gathering discussed the formation of a
group representing the private sector in the tourism industry. The
meeting concluded with a decision to convene a formal meeting
and invite the broader private sector involved in the industry.
That meeting was held a few weeks later. One participant actually
suggested the private sector should not be meeting or forming an

Tony Thorne
President
1991, 1992

association but should wait on the government to take the
lead.  Luckily the majority did not agreed and a Steering
Committee was created to work on the establishment of an
association.  Tony Thorne was appointed the Chairman of
the committee with Marilyn Mekdeci as Secretary.
Over the next few months the committee met and also
convened a general meeting with the private sector to
gather ideas on what the industry needed and this was
incorporated into the document that was to eventually
become the Articles of Association.

Patricia Alfonso  
President
1993, 1994

Anande Trotman- Moore
President
1995

Gerry Gouveia
President
1996, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004

Richard Humphrey
President
1997

Shaun McGrath
President
1998, 1999, 2014, 2015

Nicole Correia
President
2002

Cathy Hughes
President
2005, 2006

Renata Chuck-A-Sang
President
2007, 2008

Paul Stephenson
President
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012

Daniel Gajie
President (ag)
2012

Kit Nascimento
President
2013

Andrea de Caires
President
Current

The first Annual General Members Meeting was held in
December 1991 to establish the Tourism Association of Guyana
(TAG).  The first President of the association was Tony Thorne.
The newly established board quickly submitted the Articles
and the association was formally registered on the 6th January
1992.  TAG quickly swung into gear and successfully lobbied
government for a change to the Visa requirements for tourists
entering Guyana.  The association identified itself as being a
body to represent the tourism private sector in dealing with
and lobbying the government, to market Guyana and provide a
structure to generally help develop the industry.  

By March a delegation attended the world’s largest tourism
trade show, ITB Berlin, in Germany.  It was apparent from that
show that the destination required collateral material and so
the association embarked upon an ambitious project to publish
the Guyana Tourist Guide.  This first guide was a pocket book
size and only 32 pages and funded through advertising. This
publication would later evolve into the much larger Explore
Guyana magazine that the association still produces annually.
In November 1992 TAG was able to secure booth space, by
sharing with LIAT, at the World Travel Market (WTM) in London.  
It was an eye-opener for those who attended and highlighted
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H.E. President David Granger & First Lady Sandra Granger being met by Andrea de Caires and Shaun McGrath

how much we needed to learn quickly if were to secure a
spot in the global market.  Lodges and tour operators created
hand-made posters with photographs as most still didn’t have a
computer or funds to create more professional materials.  
In December 1993, just prior to TAG’s second AGM, Patricia Low
(Hotel Tower and Emerald Tower Resort) was elected as the
second President of the association.  Patricia provided energetic
and enthusiastic leadership for two terms as President and
strengthened the foundations of the association.  It was during
this period that the TAG Secretariat was established.
Over the following years the association strengthened under
various Presidents. TAG become a member of the Private Sector
Commission (PSC) and still holds a seat on the board.  Gerry
Gouveia from the Roraima Group of Companies served a record
five terms as President in the late 1990s and early 2000s and
introduced an annual reporting methodology which included an
annual report presented in a magazine format. TAG constructed
an office within the PSC building where the secretariat is still
situated. In the late 90s the association extended its reach and
included members from outside the direct mainstream tourism
operations.
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Shaun McGrath (Cara Hotels) has served four terms as
President and was instrumental in 1998/9 in securing corporate
sponsorship for the association, which has been vital to the
financial security of the association.  During this period, in
recognition of the broader membership that was being created
it was decided to rename the association the “Tourism and
Hospitality Association of Guyana” (THAG)
THAG lobbied strongly with the government over a number of
years for the formation of a Tourism Board and spearheaded

the consultation process that developed the legislation that led
to the creation of the Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA) in 2000.  
The association’s sitting President holds a place on the board of
GTA and numerous association members have held seats on the
board over the last 16 years.
Prior to the formation of GTA the association basically performed
the marketing role of a tourism board.  GTA assumed that role
and works with THAG to market Guyana internationally in a
private / public sector partnership.
THAG celebrates the tourism industry with the annual
President’s awards dinner which recognises the efforts and
advancement of the industry by our members and supporting
individuals and companies.  THAG works with the Canadian
Executive Services Overseas (CESO) in providing on-site training
for interior lodges.  The association often co-ordinates marketing
opportunities for its members within Guyana and the Caribbean.
In 2014 THAG was in the consultation to develop the Guyana
Tourism Brand and Marketing Strategy.  This led to the
rebranding of the destination to “Guyana – South America
Undiscovered”.  A comprehensive marketing plan was also
delivered. The association is hopeful that this plan will be funded
and implemented in the near future.
25 years later, THAG has many proud achievements.  But most
significant, is that as an association THAG continues to be a
driving force and plays a significant role in the growth and
direction of the tourism industry. THAG feels strongly that given
the unique product that Guyana has to offer, tourism can and
will become a very important part of the economy in Guyana.

Beyond your dreams
within your reach !
Avenue Bartica, Guyana, South America.

20-22 3rd
Tel: 592 455-0063

Cell: 592 629-0356 / 679-7870

Complimentary Breakfast with Every Room
Presidential Suite Master Suite
Family Suite
Fully Air Conditioned
King Size Bed
Cable Television
Refrigerator
Hot & Cold Bath
Jacuzzi
Free Wifi

Fully Air Conditioned
Cable Television
Refrigerator
Hot & Cold Bath
Queen Size Bed
Free Wifi

Fully Air Conditioned
Cable Television
Refrigerator
Hot & Cold Bath
Free Wifi
Two Beds

*Swimming Pool *Bar *Night Club
*Restaurant *Conference Room *Kids' Corner

*Special Menu *Finger Foods *Local Juices *Smoothies

For all your Insurance needs
MOTOR
TRAVEL

FIRE

CONTRACTORS & BONDS

LIFE

GEORGETOWN
Lot 78 Church St,
South Cummingsburg.
Tel: 225-9674, 226-7074,
226-7090 Fax: 226-7123

BONDS INSURANCE

BERBICE
Lot 22‘B’ Williamsburg,
Corentyne
Tel: 322-5161

VREED-EN-HOOP
Lot RF1 Vreed-en-Hoop,
West Coast Demerara.
Tel: 264-2060, 264-2062

Email: guyana@assuria.sr www.assuria.sr/guyana

GIFTLAND MALL
Turkeyen,
East Coast Demerara
Tel: 222-7338

PARIKA
Lot 317
Parika
East Bank Essequibo
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PEOPLE

OF GUYANA

Sir Shridath and Lady Lois Ramphal
with their Grandchildren

Sir Shridath Ramphal

Guyana’s Diplomat Extraordinaire

S

ir Shridath Surendranath “Sonny” Ramphal is one of
Guyana’s legal luminaries and most celebrated and
internationally recognised and famous sons for his
distinguished career in law, politics and international diplomacy.
He was born on October 3, 1928 in New Amsterdam, Berbice,
Guyana to Grace and James Ramphal. Perhaps it was an
auspicious date in terms of the future direction of his career,
since on that same day twenty-nine years earlier the Paris
Arbitral Tribunal had handed down its award in the case of the
border dispute between Guyana and Venezuela. The controversy
subsequently raised by Caracas about the award, was to occupy
much of his attention in his early days in the Ministry of External
Affairs.
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Like so many of Guyana’s successful scholars, lawyers and top
civil servants, Sir Shridath was the son of a schoolmaster. James
I Ramphal, was a remarkable man in his own right, being an
educator of stature who managed to persuade the colonial
authorities to take a more progressive approach to the matter
of educating East Indian girls. He also worked in the civil service,
being appointed the first local Commissioner of Labour. It was
in the private schools run by Ramphal senior that Sir Shridath
obtained his early education, later moving on to the prestigious
Queen’s College in Georgetown.
Thereafter in 1947, he took the well-trodden path to London
and a career in law, being called to the bar at Gray’s Inn in 1951.
A master’s degree in law from King’s College followed in 1952,
and at a later stage he spent a year in Harvard Law School as a
Guggenheim Fellow.

Sir Shridath meets Nelson Mandela, President of South Africa

Sir Shridath Ramphal, 4 Secretaries General and the Queen Elizabeth

Apart from the part-time work he undertook in the legal section
of the Colonial Office to support himself while he studied for his
Master’s, his long career began unobtrusively enough as a Crown
Counsel in the Attorney-General’s Office in 1953. In 1958, he
was to join the West Indies Federation as a legal draughtsman,
becoming Solicitor-General and then Assistant Attorney-General.
He worked on the constitution for the Federation, but before
that political entity ever attained Independence, it collapsed.
For a time Sir Shridath worked in private practice in Jamaica, but
in 1965, he was coaxed back to Guyana by then Prime Minister
Forbes Burnham to become Attorney-General in his government,
writing the Constitution of independent Guyana in 1966 (It
was changed in 1980 – five years after Ramphal left Guyana to
become Commonwealth Secretary-General).  From 1966, his
long association with Foreign Affairs and Diplomacy began, when
he became Minister of State in what was then the Ministry of
External Affairs. He continued to hold both portfolios, although
later in the upgraded form of Minister of Foreign Affairs (from
1972) and Minister of Justice (from 1973) until he left to become
Commonwealth Secretary-General in 1975.
As Secretary-General of the Commonwealth he stood up
against the white minority regime of Ian Smith and its unilateral
declaration of independence in Southern Rhodesia, joining
African leaders in fighting for independent Zimbabwe on the
basis of one man, one vote.  He was also spectacular in being
part of the leadership in the Commonwealth and the world to
free Nelson Mandela and end Apartheid in South Africa.
In reviewing the extraordinary range of his activities, it hardly
seems possible within the span of fifty-five years or so for any
one man to have had such an impact on the world in such a
dizzying number of fields. And the world has recognized his
efforts and contribution with a plethora of honorary degrees
and awards, including two knighthoods from the Queen. Sir
Shridath has also been Chancellor of three Universities –
University of Guyana, University of the West Indies and the
University of Warwick – as well as Chairman of, or involved in,
innumerable commissions and expert groups on everything from
development to the environment to humanitarian issues.
Less well known, perhaps, than his work as an international
diplomat, is his output as a writer. In addition to innumerable
monographs, he also has several books to his credit, which
include among others, Our Country, The Planet: Forging A
Partnership for Survival (1992); and Inseparable Humanity:
An Anthology of Reflections of Shridath Ramphal (1988) and
Glimpses of a Global Life (2014).

Sir Shridath Ramphal (then Guyana’s Foreign Minister)
and Guyana’s First Diplomats

For all his service to the world, in terms of his contribution Sir
Shridath has never deserted either the region or his homeland.
Still a committed West Indian, he was Chairman of the West
Indian Commission at the start of the 1990s; became the first
Director-General of the Regional Negotiating Machinery in 1997.  
He led Guyana’s legal team at the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea which handed down a ruling on the maritime
boundary between this country and Suriname in 2007.  His 2008
book, Triumph for UNCLOS: The Guyana-Suriname Maritime
Arbitration, deals with the subject.
Sir Shridath Ramphal’s latest addition to his publications,
‘Guyana in the World’ was launched in May 2016 to coincide
with Guyana’s 50th Independence Anniversary.  He is a regular
visitor to Guyana and spends quite some time in the country

Sir Shridath with US President Jimmy Carter
and German Chancellor Willy Brandt

where he is now an advisor to the Government.  Sir Shridath
and his wife Lois have two daughters, Susan and Amanda, and
two sons, Ian and Mark. They recently celebrated their 64th
anniversary of marriage on 16 August, 2016.
All of Guyana pays tribute to this outstanding son of Guyana
and wishes Sir Sridath continued good health and many more
wonderful years.
Article and Photos: Courtesy of Stabroek News & the Ramphal Family.
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Lau Lau
In Search of the

The Largest Catfish in the World

I

was on the bus heading down the road from Georgetown
to Lethem. It was hot and dusty as the dry season was in
full swing and it was another “El Nino” year, which seem
to be more frequent these days. I was day dreaming about
my family back home in Britain especially my long suffering
Partner who I had said goodbye to at the departure gate at
London’s Gatwick. Tears had welled up in her eyes but I was
not completely convinced. I am sure some of those tears
were also of Joy. I have been coming to Guyana for the last 20
years to fulfill my dreams and I was suspicious. After all she
would have sole control of the TV remote control and would
be uninterrupted and have her own schedule and could
spend as much time as she wanted with the grandchildren
for the next two and a half months. We were about half way
on the journey and the passengers have taken on an “ orange
complexion” thanks to the red dust from the road getting into
the bus and coating everything. I was on my way to meet my
old Amerindian pals Mike and Sparrow. We have done many
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By Gordon Duncan

amazing River trips together, and they have helped me catch
the incredible Lau Lau catfish, some up to 8ft in length.
I have known Mike and Sparrow for years and their village
Surama is one of the top Eco Lodges in Guyana. I knew them
before they had even built the Lodge. I think I was one of
their first tourists when Mrs. Chan-a Sue sent me there
and told me “the boys will look after you so don’t worry”.
Never a truer statement has been made. Over the years
they have certainly looked after me and I have never had to
worry.  2016 was another “El Nino” year and the Burro Burro
river that runs close to Surama was quite low. We had one
aluminum boat with an engine and pulled along a canoe as
a life boat and hopefully to be filled with drying fish that we
were sure to catch. The fishing and wildlife seen on these
rainforest trips have given me so many amazing memories
that I can never forget. We have seen many Jaguars over the
years, but that is another story for another time, so back to
the Lau Lau.

It took us a few days to get to the Essequibo
river because of the exposed rocks due to the
level of the water. We had to drag the boat and
even dig out sand in places to make the channel
deeper. The Essequibo is a very large river, in
fact the fourth largest in South America. More
importantly it is home to the legendary Lau Lau
the largest Catfish in the World. That is what we
were after. The Lau Lau like to be in the deep
pools beneath Falls and Rapids. There are plenty
of those in the Essequibo especially when the
water is low. We drifted down river enjoying
some of the most amazing untouched
completely alone, because no one lives in this
area.
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Gordon Duncan and Guide with the prized
catch of a rare White Lau-Lau
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Every night we would camp and if we found a place to our
liking we would stay a few days especially if the fishing was
good. We caught a lot of fish and some we dried for the boys
to take home to their families. I wished I could take some
home to my family, but I do not think the Airline much less
the customs at Gatwick would look favourably on a bunch of

dried fish. The smell might permeate the whole cabin. One
evening we were almost about to call it a day when we got a
strong bite. I knew it was a big one and I was struggling and
wheezing to bring it up and in. The boys teased me. “come
on old man let us help you before you let it go” They were
right of course and we were able to get it in. We were very

Red Tailed Catfish

Lau Lau

Payara

surprised as it turned out to be a very rare white Lau Lau that
none of us had ever seen before. We of course released it,
unharmed, back to the river after getting a few Pictures.
The fishing in Guyana can be incredible. Both of the two
Community based lodges in the Rupununi Surama and Rewa
do catch and release fishing, especially Rewa Eco Lodge.

Going up the Rewa river is one of the secret places in the
world not only for the fishing but for the wildlife. Maybe
next year I will tell you some of my experiences up the Rewa.
I hope I can keep coming to Guyana for many more years
to come and my dear partner will keep putting up with her
husband taking off to the wilds for a few months every year.
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Ah... Essequibo!
Essequibo River

By: George Jardim

T

he Music: If ever a river had a musical name, it’s Essequibo;
almost onomatopoeia, the sound describing the thing, the
word speaks of calm, of an almost spiritual, godlike unconcern
and unknowability, of unlimited yet obscured vistas.  
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And so it is.  The word itself seems to be at least partly Amerindian
and appears to have been in use by the Spaniards, and the Dutch
from their earlier Pomeroon settlement as early as 1600. Kirke says
in his book that the Spaniards first had it as ‘Desseqibo’ (they called
the Demerara ‘Di Mirari’, but the Essequibo lost its ‘D’). Our first
Guyanese nation clearly had a special music and memorableness
in their many-syllabled, rhythmic place names:  on the east bank:  
Hubu, Aliki, Lanaballi, Ampa, Makouria, Baginara. On the west
Manaka, Saxacalli, Bartica, Agatash.  The falls: Brabaru, Itaballi,  
Kumaka, Waraputa, Akaiwata, Itanamie.
George & Nancy Jardim and Salvador de Caires

Historic Wolga House

J.I. Matthews’ Grave

This is a huge river by any standards. Six hundred and thirty
miles long from its source where it rises in the Acarai mountains
close to the Brazilian border to the Atlantic, and an astounding
20 miles wide at its estuary mouth.  Thirty miles from the mouth,
at Shanklands, it’s still more than two miles wide.
I first came to the Essequibo more than forty years ago, invited
by Rev. Matthews, to his house at Wolga, thirty miles from the
mouth and four from Bartica, which had been built sometime
in the late 1800’s by his father J.I. Matthews, who died in 1906
and is buried in Wolga Churchyard.  Rev’s mother, a daughter of
a prominent river pilot and captain of the day, Captain Haynes,
stayed on and ran Wolga’s quarry until she was a hundred years
old, only leaving in 1964. We still have a few pages of Capt
Haynes’ logbooks somewhere.

View through the windows of Wolga

More music:  apparently, the name is properly “ewalga”, which
in Akawaio means monkey. Today the house is much more
than a hundred years old, full of history and old stories.  Old
photographs from the start of the 20th century, more than a
hundred years ago show a thriving community, with a huge flat
outcrop of rock on which is a shop with an old-time shop bridge,
on which are womenfolk in crinoline dresses, and further back,
Wolga house, the cathechist’s dwellings, a church, a school, a
blacksmith’s forge, a saw pit and a long fence that went all the
way to the point south, at Buck Sands bay. That large outcrop of
rock was the mainstay of the community, and was quarried over
the next fifty years, by men with sledge hammers and star drills,
no doubt adding music by singing out as they struck successive
blows, like the Ballad of John Henry.  Notably, Wolga stone was
used to build Brickdam Cathedral.
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Beach at Wolga

By: George Jardim

T

he Magic: The sheer magic of the place: The Essequibo is
usually a few pleasant degrees cooler than Georgetown,
especially at night, though the river itself usually retains a
blood-heat if it’s been a sunny day. You’re always conscious that
this is the river and rain forest, totally unconcerned with your
puny and irrelevant urban needs.  Very early some mornings, if
rain threatens, the red howler monkeys will start up, very like the
sound of a jet plane landing, an ominous hard-to-define sound,
louder and louder until you become alarmed at some impending
catastrophe, finally ending when the leader of the troupe goes
“Huff”, “Huff”.  Then silence.  
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Like the time thirty years ago when, on a working trip to the
Mazaruni,  I went overboard in the Essequibo off Morashee to
change a broken propellor on the outboard and suddenly heard
shouts of “Shark! Shark!” from the boatmen.  I’d seen sharks in
the mouth of the Demerara, and sure enough, there were three
fins circling. I broke swimming records getting back into the boat.  
But no: this was the Essequibo, and these were a family of River
Dolphins, porpoises, playing.  The sense of intimacy, of belonging
to that warm and caring mother, the Essequibo, was immediate
and palpable.  Another time, there was a huge commotion and
chattering in the forest behind our house, then much shouting

Jaguar (known as “tigers” locally)

and running by the workmen downstairs.  Like an uncontrollable
avalanche, twenty or thirty wild hogs, “A flack-a-hag ‘dem” in
local parlance, blasted through the yard and dove into the river,
pursued by a tiger.  This at 10 o’clock in the morning!  The men
set out immediately in their paddle-boat, grabbed a few hogs
by their hind legs and pulled them in, amongst much kicking
from the hind legs, wrestling, and shouted advice.  Fabulous

River Dolphins

garlic pork and barbecued hog reigned for a few days.  But it
seemed entirely natural, all of a piece, magical realism.  The
tiger, “Pousse” as he’s called, was only doing what tigers do, as
were the hogs, and by extension, the men. Pousse must have
retired to the forest disgusted, his quarry having escaped.  The
men never gave him a second thought.  In the Essequibo though,
dogs, an indispensable bush alarm system, have a short life.  At
night, you can sometimes hear a dog crying pitifully, as Pousse
carries him off.  Next day, life continues.  No one in the river has
ever heard of a human harmed by Pousse.  Dogs, not so much
though.

Red Howler Monkey

And the fish:  The deceptively shallow Essequibo has many
“holes”, some a hundred feet deep, which are home to the
Basha, the most delicate and exquisite of river fish. They run
in the early part of the year sometimes, and you can see many
fisherman off Bartica hauling them in.  Then nothing, except
“One, One” for the rest of the year.  
The Cartaback, a flat and meaty, succulent fish that resembles a
large piranha, but which feeds on Ete Palm seeds.  The only fish I
know that gives pork-like crackling when barbecued.  The ribs are
large and tasty, covered with firm delicious flesh.  I once found
ribs for sale in Florida, out of Brazil, at a “Don’t Ask” price.
And the Lau Lau, looking every bit like a generic catfish, whiskers
and all, but so large that the fishermen often can’t haul it into
the boat, but tie it alongside till they get to Bartica and sell it.  
Suzie, our Amerindian companion and housekeeper for more
than twenty years, and a woman of great wisdom and dignity,
taught me to look out at night for the smell of the Lau Lau
rolling, far out on the river.  Like some other fish, they apparently
regurgitate their stomach contents, which on a moonlight night
shows as an oily sheen on the water, and smells somewhat like
a baby being sick. Even in daytime, going back down the river,
I can smell Lau Lau, and thank mother Essequibo for one more
magical sign of vitality, of life continuing, unconcerned, unaided.
Bird Island to the east of Bartica was a special afternoon
pilgrimage.  At about five pm, thousands of parrots, in pairs and
fours, could be seen flying in to nest on these two conjoined

little islands with a lagoon between, products of the flow of
the river, and the silt it carries.  At high tide, you could just
enter and navigate the lagoon from east to west, surrounded
by  and marveling at the insistent cacophony and color of a
few thousand parrots.  Why there, and nowhere else? Just the
Essequibo magic.
At the slight bend in the river at the beginning of Baboon Hole,
flocks of Swifts, would gather in February of each year, wheeling
and flying in clouds, just for the delight of it.  Sometimes, also
in the early part of the year, clouds of Yellow butterflies would
come  across the river in a wide swath, many hundred yards wide
and  many yards high.  The Indians say such flights are a sign of
coming droughts.
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Ship Wreck in the Essequibo

By: George Jardim
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he Mystery:  My Dad was born
at Zorg, on the Essequibo coast.  
In the early 20’s Essequibo
coastlanders knew little about their river.
Information was difficult to come by,
and transportation was difficult because
you either paddled, or went where the
government steamer was going; not
always convenient.  The earliest story I
heard from these deeply superstitious
and Catholic Essequibians, half tongue-incheek, was that the story of the faithless
apostles in the sea of Galilee, when
Jesus invited them to walk on water with
him, really must have happened in the
Essequibo.  The story goes that one day,
Dad’s friend Yenkana and a few others
were going up this wide and mighty
unknown river, choosing their course
up the middle for, they thought, safety,
their Archimedes outboard smoking
and muttering its way along at 5 mph.  
Suddenly the boat stopped dead.  Just
stopped.  A mile from either bank.
Consternation.  Yenkana thought he’d

Old Dutch Bottles

every Guyanese race except perhaps Chinese, who used to live
at Gold Mine on the west bank just beyond Swarte Hoek point,
once took me aback of Wolga, and showed me the extensive
system of main and sideline canals and beds.  River lore had
it, he said, that this was all done with slave labor more than
two hundred years ago.  It must have been: tens of thousands
of cubic yards of soil had been moved, by manual labor.  Even
today, this would have taken modern excavators a few months.  
It was a gargantuan task, performed in the heat and 100%
humidity of the rain forest, by slaves who neither chose to do it
nor were rewarded.
The beach at Wolga used to be littered with parts of old sailing
ships, now sadly disappearing into rust and rot.  The iron
wear-plate of a ship’s keel with its long wrought-iron rivetspikes sticking out, a most imposing rudder which looked like
it belonged on Columbus’ Santa Maria, old anchor chains.  Off
Gold Mine, a few miles north on the West Bank, up to the early
nineteen eighties you could still see the sturdy mast of a sunken
sailing ship.  The rocks and banks of the Essequibo must have
exacted a heavy toll on fragile, deep-laden sailing ships.  If they
went aground on an unexpected bank at high tide, they could
split asunder as many feet of tide water receded, and be lost
when the tide rose, unable to re-float.  Who were these people?
What were their stories? Were they only motivated by greed?
Honeymoon Cottage – Kaow Island

jump overboard and see if the engine foot was ok.  He got out
and just fell over.  When he got back up, he was in ankle deep
water, in the middle of a two-mile-wide river.  They were on
a bank of finest beige-colored sand.  They thought they’d just
get out, push off and get back in, but as they did so, they were
suddenly in very deep water, swimming for their lives, the boat
drifting away.  And, so (the story went), it must have been with
the procrastinating apostles. Jesus had got out of the boat in
the Essequibo to show them that in spite of the storm, it wasn’t
deep and they needn’t be afraid.  But, by the time the querulous
apostles made up their minds to give it a try, the boat had drifted
a few feet into deep water and they sank.  The old Essequibians
told this story with the greatest religious humility and reverence.

The Dutch had clearly been very concerned by rumors of
invasion by their competitors, the English, and had early
transferred their fort from Kykoveral on the Mazaruni to Fort
Island near the mouth of the Essequibo.  The gun ports of the
fort are trained obliquely up river, commanding the only usable
channel the English or others invaders could use. But building
and manning a fort was a high price for common foot-soldiers
to pay for colonial riches.  The gravestones tell that many died
early from diseases they were ill-equipped to withstand. The hot
climate and high humidity must have made life miserable for
Northern Europeans. Much mystery.

The left bank of the Essequibo has seen successive waves of
humans, living simple hunter-gatherer lives, farming, exploiting,
making war.  On the beach to the north of Wolga at low tide you
can still find old Dutch meerschaum smoking pipes from the
17th century.  Perhaps these came packed in straw in crates, as
ballast for the sailing ships, as did the gin, wine and brandy, in
bottles, the empties still relatively easy to find on the beaches
and in the riverbanks of the Essequibo.  One marvels though,
at the capacity of those old Dutch.  The pipes were fragile and
could only be used once or twice, but the bottles were in such
profusion that you wonder how they achieved all that they
did.  Contemporary accounts of their indulgence, starting at
breakfast, then with a saddle bottle as they made their rounds
of the plantation, at lunchtime, then at dinner would humble the
most robust Guyanese drinker today. This was an accepted way
of life at the time, and said to be good for you.  They left some
beautiful bottles though, glassblower’s art.
The Dutch (as did the English later) had extensive plantations
up and down this west bank as far as the river’s mouth, obeying
some European need for discovery and treasure, and then the
imperial imperative of colonialism, exports of riches, and slavery.  
Henry Gildharie, a great Guyanese if ever there was one, a son of
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Sunset on the Essequibo River

By: George Jardim
The Majesty:  Abruptly shallow and deep.
By now, the hour-meters on my boats tell me that I’ve done
at least 50,000 miles, probably much more, on the Essequibo.  
The river, that insouciant, unconcerned, godlike entity, teaches
respect.  
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The first thing you learn is respect for the river and its channels.  
It makes you do what it wants.  If the river from the mouth to
Bartica were represented on a table top three feet wide by ten
feet long, the water would be less than one sixteenth of an inch
deep, just a slowly moving smear or skein of wetness across the
northern face of South America. So you learn to respect the river,
and stick to known channels. And you gain great respect for the
tug and ferry captains who skillfully navigate large vessels and
pontoons filled with a thousand tons of stone, travelling at night
sometimes to take the high tide, threading the needle from Sail
Rock off Shanklands, southwards to Bartica along the Rattlesnake
passage where an error of a hundred feet could spell big trouble.
The ferry captains probably deserve even more respect, as
they have to travel at all tides, and use the inside passage from
Makouria until they swing hard right and rejoin Rattlesnake
passage just before Rattlesnake Rock.
The river rises and falls some seven or eight feet every twelve
hours, more at a spring tide, when the up-rushing new-moonpowered tide collides with the water pouring down from the

interior in the wet season. Navigating at high tide is a lot more
forgiving, but at low tide, the river demands that you respect
it, just as it is. No quarter.  The river rules.
Above Stampa Island, perhaps twenty miles from Parika (the
music of those names again...) the river is less alluvial and
rocks begin to be a surprise for the unwary.  They can appear
even in deep water, suddenly, and sometimes are only barely
submerged. You learn by paying attention to the wisdom of
the river folk, but mostly by hitting them, getting stranded
with a broken engine, and occasionally buying a new foot for
your outboard.  There’s a wonderful chart, “The Essequibo
River from Marmarikuru to Bartica” done by Capt. Gibson
O.B.E. R.N. in 1925 with many soundings, a few hundred feet
apart.  A most humbling and magisterial work, all done with
lead plumb line and sextant.  Thirty years ago, I thought I’d
make the acquaintance of the rocks I hadn’t hit.  I had a great
love of the river and Capt. Gibson’s chart.  I never did find
Big Stone Rock, on a line between Shanklands and Swarte
Hoek (the 17th century Dutch again) or Irlem Rock, off Tiger
Creek and Swarte Hoek.  I asked Dickie Kranenburg, then a
government minister but also a certified ship’s captain, and
he said Irlem was named after a British warship which hit it
and had to limp to Makouria for repairs.  Even at low tide it
was a few feet below the surface, and no mere speedboat
like mine was going to know about it.  But what of some
others which I couldn’t find?  In conversation with an uncle in
California also thirty years ago, an American Air Force officer
who’d helped build the Makouria Naval Station during the war,
(yes, those Yanks thought Guyanese girls were gorgeous, and

married quite a few, like my aunt) he said that the station hadn’t
really been necessary, except for very occasional visits by their
Catalina flying boats on official business, but it served mostly
as a weekend getaway for the brass stationed at Atkinson, who
liked the quick ten-minute hop in the flying boat from Atkinson
to Makouria of a Friday afternoon, and the weekend night life
in Bartica.  And the rocks? “Aw hell, we couldn’t have them
interfere with our rest and relaxation. Every one that was in the
landing zone we had the Seabees blast them all to hell!”
That massive rise and fall of the river twice a day has always
amazed and impressed me. Seven feet of pure fresh water from
Guyana’s heart (salt water almost never comes higher up the
river than Lanaballi) by nearly three miles wide, flows past Wolga
every twelve hours. How much fresh, beautiful water is that?  
And all for free, given by the great river. Maybe we could sell
some to Saudi Arabia.  The new oil.
But the Essequibo isn’t always peace and light:  that inscrutable
majesty also has a violent and malign side.  Ian McDonald writes
movingly about magnificent storms marching up the river; you
both welcome them as evidence that all things continue to live,
but fear their violence. We once had winds so strong that we left
the house, for fear it would blow away, even though it had been
there for a hundred years.  Another time the wind lifted the
sailboat and hurled it a hundred feet, stopped only by a nearby
tree. And the lightning: one incredible bolt hit the rock face in
front of the house so violently, it hurled large pieces of rock up
on to the roof, and ran along the walkway to the front door,
ending by blowing out and turning to matchwood, the sides
of the front staircase, and filling the house with blue smoke.
Once, going down the river at midday in stormy conditions and
poor visibility, we were stopped dead in our tracks by a bolt of
lightning not a few hundred feet in front of our boat, so strong
it was brilliant, and purple, and raised a huge cloud of steam as
it hit the water with a deafening explosion.  In those days, I had
amalgam tooth fillings.  I could both see and taste the lightning.  
We pulled into the bank and waited, cowering, humbled by our
foolhardy disrespect of the Essequibo’s unconcerned magesty .   
Water Taxis at Parika

Water Taxi

One seemingly serene afternoon near sunset, I was looking out
the front windows, when I saw a strange vaporous apparition to
the east, near the opposite bank nearly three miles away.  It was
hard to tell what it was, but it grew larger and more mist-like,
and I could see that the water around it was agitated, breaking
into short, sharp waves. Then it seemed to be coming across
the river, my way, and I could see the water being whipped into
mist and foam.  I stood there transfixed, taking photographs,
somehow unable to understand that this was a giant waterspout,
a cyclone, with probably very bad results for things, like me,
in its path. At last the winds rose to a shriek, and were upon
me.  I made a pathetic attempt to escape.  Then nothing.  As
suddenly and violently as it had come, inexplicably, it was gone.  
The Essequibo does not explain.  I still have the photos.  Other
times, the thunder would rumble on and on, “God muttering in
his beard”, according to adopted Guyanese / Englishman Chris
Swayne. And then, thirty minutes after the most violent storm,
the sky would clear, and the majestic, much-loved Essequibo
Silence would resume.  We feel reminded of our puny place in
the scheme of things.
In the late 80’s, we would take advantage of full moon nights to
go up the river, leaving Roeden Rust at nine o’clock.  The river
was a great silver way, bright as daylight, full and calm because
of the high tide, the sky clear and twinkling with stars fighting for
visibility with the bright moon.  The motion of the boat became
almost unnoticeable, and except for the sound of the motor, you
felt suspended between river and heavens, moving slowly along,
lights onshore, some yellow, some white, and the faint smell
of someone’s dinner cooking, a mile away, hinting at human
settlement.  Off Lanaballi, the fishermen would be out in the
middle, nervously waving their tiny flashlights, their long seines
stretched across the river on small white floats.  We’d slow down
and navigate slowly around the end of the nets, and say a good
night to the fishermen. This was a very special communion with
the great river and its people, and made our arrival an hour later
even sweeter.
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Overland Trek to Kaieteur Falls
A Hard Adventure and Fascinating Life Experience

Cock of the Rock
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aieteur National Park [KNP] is Guyana’s
first legally protected area and was
first established in 1929. It is famously
known for the majestic Kaieteur Falls,
considered to be one of the highest single
drop (823 ft)] water falls in the world. In
addition to the majestic Kaieteur Falls, the
rich biodiversity, some of which are endemic
to the Park ensures a highly educational,
adventurous and challenging experience
while traversing through it’s pristine
Amazonian rainforest. Two of the most iconic
species are the small Golden Frog that lives
in the Tank Bromeliads around the Falls, and
the colourful Cock of the Rock bird which are
both must see additions to any itinerary.

The Golden Frog

The overland trek entails travelling by land, water and foot
(hiking approximately 1,800 ft above sea level) to the Kaieteur
Plateau and takes between 3-5 days depending on your itinerary
and interest.
Traveling overland to the majestic Kaieteur Falls is an adventure
of a lifetime, but this is not a trip for the faint hearted as it
is physically demanding, but an absolutely fascinating life
experience.
Deep in the almost near impenetrable jungle, the 823 foot
straight drop waterfall and Guyana’s premier tourist attraction is
a must-do on the list of “things to do” for visitors to Guyana.
The typical trip starts from Georgetown, Guyana’s capital.
After some two hours on the country’s highways, it is another
six hours on an all terrain road to a ferry at Mango Landing,
that takes you across the Essequibo River. The real adventure
begins as you enter a waiting 4 x 4 off road vehicle. After a
body bruising hour or so you will cross the only suspension
bridge in Guyana. It was built by a Scottish engineer in 1933 and
was named after the British Governor at the time Sir Edward
Denham. The Denham Bridge is also known as the Garroway
Stream Bridge and was made to provide a road link between the
Potaro area and the town of Bartica.

Mango Landing

the thick jungle air cascading from above. The site is enhanced
by the pristine rainforest and untouched landscape. There are
three places that you can walk to for viewing the Falls and one
is spectacular as the other. The furthest is Johnson’s View which
gives an amazing look at the whole area around the Falls. The
second is Boy Scout’s View which is a little closer and the last is
the Rainbow View where you can get covered in the mist created
by the water tumbling over the edge of the Falls.

You then enter a boat on the Potaro River at Garroway Stream.
The first Rapids is at Amatuk Falls and you will have to walk
around the portage and get into another boat further up or
you may have to help to portage the boat around. From there
you will come to Waratuk Falls which is the official entry into
the Kaieteur National Park. There is a building there that you
can stay at or keep on going to Tukeit Falls which has better
hammock accommodations in two huts that are looked after by
the Park.
On the final day, after a minimum of three nights without a bed
and living in the outdoors, visitors have to complete a steep and
usually wet three to four hour hike to the Kaieteur Top before
taking in the spectacular views of the Falls. Along the way you
keep an eye out for the spectacular Cock of the Rock bird and
any other birds and mammals that may be around.
These are views to behold at the awe inspiring flow of water and
the sheer beauty as it explodes out of the Potaro River and into

The Trek to Kaieteur

Be sure to check the tank Bromeliads around you for the small
Golden Frog, one of the endemic species of the Park. They spend
their whole life in the pools of water collected in the center of
the largest of the Bromeliad family of plants, to which pineapples
also belong.
Most visitors fly back to Georgetown from here and you can also
stay at the guest house but arrangements have to be made with
the National Parks Commission in Georgetown. There is also a
Park fee that can be paid at the Commission in Georgetown or
at the Parks Center at the Airstrip. You will also need to arrange
your flight back to Georgetown before you set out on the
Overland Trip.
It is suggested that you make bookings for your Overland Trip
to Kaieteur Falls through a reliable and reputable Tour Operator
who will also be able to coordinate all relevant details.
Check the THAG Membership Directory at the end of the
Magazine for a List of Tour Operators.
Adapted and updated from an original article by Kip Patrick.

The Denham Bridge
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V

Crafting Guyana’s Gold for Generations
isitors to Guyana continue to make King’s Jewellery
World - a must stop to purchase their collection of quality
handmade Guyanese Gold and Diamond Jewelry.

King’s Jewellery World is a Guyanese family owned jewelry
manufacturing company and a leading luxury retailer offering
the finest jewelry, diamonds, gemstones, watches, sunglasses,
handbags, clothing, shoes, crystals, pens and accessories.
King’s Jewellery World was founded in 1970, in Alexander
Village, Georgetown, by Looknauth Persaud popularly known
as ‘King’ who started the business with one goldsmith and
two apprentices. Today, the company has grown into being
Guyana’s Leading Jewelers and an internationally recognized
shopping hub with expansions into apparel, watches, sunglasses,
accessories and gift items – an advance that has been credited
to Mr. Persaud’s entire family to include his wife Ena, three sons
- Harrinand, Rohandev and Gowkaran, and daughters-in-law
Renata, Anya and Amanda Persaud.
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The dazzling array of styles of custom made selections in gold,
silver and diamond jewelry, designed and crafted by generations
of jewelers does not fail to impress when one pays a visit to
King’s Jewellery World.

The ever popular range of handmade King’s Cricket Bands has
become world famous and is worn by international popular past
and present cricket stars such as Clive Lloyd, Chris Gayle, Roger
Harper, Kevin Peterson, Sanath Jayasuriya, Lasith Malinga, Rohan
Kanhai, Sir Curtley Ambrose, Courtney Walsh, Kieran Pollard,
Dwayne Bravo and fans all over the globe. New Cricket Band
designs are added regularly through the consistent creativity of
the skilled jewelers at King’s.
The company has since launched a stainless steel version with
the aim of making it available online and in stores worldwide.   
The company’s Chief Financial and Marketing Officer, Harrinand
Persaud, expressed that the key to the company’s success has
been the ability to focus on creating new designs and upgrading
their previous collections making it attractive for customers to
come back to find something new.
However, the classical handmade ‘filigree jewelry’ is still very
popular and King’s adds twists by making them in rose gold and
accenting pieces with diamonds. Diamond engagement rings and
wedding bands are big sellers at King’s as couples ensure they
have the best start by investing in quality pieces.
With a team of four graduate gemologists, accredited jewelry
professionals and graduate jewelry designers on site using new
technology, King’s can create and deliver intricate designs made
anywhere else in the world using CAD / CAM computer aided
molds and certified to ISO World Standards.

“Visitors and tourists often end up in King’s and if we can offer
competitive prices on these products, they would buy in Guyana.
We pride ourselves by being able to build excellent relationships
with our customers and this makes them keep coming back for
more.”
King’s currently operates from eight stores conveniently located
across Guyana and will continue to introduce value added
products as the company expands. The company also continues
to be generous to communities, local charities and religious and
sports organizations.
Shop at King’s Jewellery World where “Jewellery from King’s is
cherished and passed on from Generation to Generation.”
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OF GUYANA

Unearthing
Pre-historic
Guyana
The story of Jennifer Wishart
By: Neil Marks

W

hen fellow anthropologists in the Caribbean get excited
about having unearthed fossils 400 years old, Jennifer
Wishart bursts out laughing.  It’s not that she is
dismissive of finds in other parts of the region, it’s a recognition
of what she has uncover here in Guyana – like the skeletal
remains of an 18-year-old woman and her unborn fetus she dug
out of a shell mound in the North West District. The woman,
most likely an Amerindian of the Warrau nation, is thought to
have lived thousands of years ago.
We would not have thought giant sloths of the Dinosaur-age
walked these parts until fossil remains and footprints were
discovered here. A replica that sloth, standing some 15 feet tall
and weighing approximately three tons, is now the showpiece at
the National Museum.

School in the village.  Her parents could not afford to send all
the children to high school. Jennifer and her other sister, Ann
were the unlucky ones. Jennifer recalls, “When you grow up in
the country, everyone in the community lives like one family.
Neighbours “controlled” you when your parents were way.  If
discipline was administered by the neighbours, you dare not
complain, or there would be an additional “dose of licks”.
When her older sisters found work in the city, the entire
family moved to Georgetown. Since she could not attend high
school, Wishart undertook a course with the International
Correspondence School. Part of the course involved British
Geography. “I wasn’t interested; I live here,” she reasoned.
Getting a 98% pass in English was good enough for a young
Wishart.

Wishart has had a longstanding interest in Guyana’s first
peoples, but it was a chance opportunity to work with the famed
Guyanese archaeologist, novelist and artist Dennis Williams
that sent her into the field to unearth a Guyana that was
undiscovered and fascinating.

EARLY LIFE

Wishart was born in 1945, the year of the Great Fire, which
destroyed most of the commercial heart of Georgetown.
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Her mother, Ethel Grimshaw, was a result of the union of
the descendants of black slaves and the white plantation
owners, while her father, D’Arcy Wishart, was a descendant
of Scotsmen who came to these shores to work as overseers
on the plantations.  D’Arcy Wishart was proud of his Scottish
background, and although he never went there, he regaled the
young Jennifer, her brother and four sisters with many a Scottish
tale.  In fact, Wishart reveals that one of her relatives, Alexander
Wishart, died in the first railroad accident in British Guiana.
Jennifer was born at Beterverwagting, a village on the East Coast
of Demerara.  She went to the St Mary Virgin Anglican Primary

The skeletal remains of
an 18-year-old woman,
thought to have lived 7,000
years ago. The remains
are on exhibition at the
Walter Roth Museum of
Anthropology.

The Warrau lived on shell fish and would place the shells
all in one place, developing “Shell Mounds” over the years.  
Some of the mounds were one meter high, while the highest
she encountered was 25 meters. She proudly recalls having
personally excavated what came to be called B45 – the discovery
of the young lady with the fetus. “Physical anthropologists say
that the reason she died was because the baby was breech,”
relates Wishart. “Four bodies were buried together”, she
revealed.

Walter Roth Museum

In time, she found work as a teaching assistant at St Gabriel’s
Nursery School, taking home a salary of $12. Later, she was
offered a teaching position at St Margaret’s Primary.  She trained
on the job. She would go on to teach for 14 years.
In 1975, she worked at GuyFesta the Festival that was a
precursor to the Caribbean Festival of Arts (Carifesta). From
there, she was offered a job as Secretary to Dennis Williams, and
her life would be forever changed. Realising her avid interest in
Guyana’s First Peoples, she would help to unearth pre-historic
Guyana.

EXCAVATIONS

From the time she was made Dennis Williams’s secretary,
Wishart became immersed in his work. Archaeology was
completely new to her. She is one of the few who could retrace
Williams’ life accurately. In the late 1960s, Williams took up
archaeology, setting up base at Issano on the Mazaruni River.
The location was ideal, and he started to study artefacts of the
Indigenous people who lived on the foothills of the Pakaraima
Mountains.
Dr Williams and Wishart co-founded the Walter Roth Museum of
Anthropology, which is housed at 61 Main Street, with a budget
of $15, 000 from the government in 1978, the old building
that was earmarked for demolition was restored for use as the
museum. After Williams’s death in 1998, Wishart took over
management of the Museum and served as the Administrator
until 2013.

Further suggestions of the age came because no evidence was
found of cassava. The excavation revealed that they obtained
flour from the etay palm. Cassava culture came from the
Arawaks thousands of years later on their way to the Caribbean
from the Amazon.
“Finds like these are like words to an archaeologist. It would tell
the archaeologist who these people were,” says Wishart.
Apart from her excavations, Wishart worked with the
Amerindian Research Unit as a researcher and also served as a
lecturer for the University of Guyana for the Amerindian Studies
Course.
Mark Plew, an archaeologist from Boise State University, started
to come to Guyana when Dennis Williams died (1998) as there
were no archaeologists in the country. As a result, the idea came
to set up the Dennis Williams Summer School of Anthropology to
train students in archaeology and cultural anthropology.
Over the years, she has taken students on various projects in
the interior of Guyana, where much of the country’s history is
buried. “If you know where you come from, it is only then that
you can know where you are going”.
Wishart currently serves as a researcher at the Amerindian
Research Unit at the University of Guyana.
Giant Sloth at Guyana
National Musemun

It was Wishart who was instrumental in getting Dr Williams’s
last literary work “Prehistoric Guiana” published. Wishart’s
partnership with Williams spanned 20 years, and they had
a daughter together, Kibileri Williams, who is now a medical
doctor. Wishart named her daughter after the Arawak village of
Kibileri.  
When Wishart visited Amerindian communities, she was amazed
at their wealth of knowledge. “If we can just spend some time
with Amerindian communities, they would teach us coastlanders
so much,” she says.
Barabina village dates back to the Mesoindigenous period of
7,230-3,550 years ago. This period is known as the “shell fish
period” when the Warraus lived along the coast in the the
extensive mangrove swamps that may have extended all the way
to Trinidad.
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Mazaruni Escarpment in Clouds

Landscape
Tourism
A Bird’s Eye View of Guyana
G
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By: Annette Arjoon-Martins

reen is the new Gold and Guyana’s largely intact
Rainforest is one of only four remaining intact Rainforests
left in the World.  Guyana’s Green Economy Initiative
bodes well for sustainable development and our country
possesses all the necessary elements for Tourism to be a key
player. Through our Low Carbon Development Strategy [LCDS}
we have received over U$200 million USD from the Kingdom of
Norway for our efforts to preserve our Rainforest as part of the
“Lungs of the World”.

Guyana is an Amerindian word meaning “land of many waters”
and there are many rivers to explore from the air. But the jewel
in Guyana’s Tourism crown is without doubt the magnificent
Kaieteur Falls. With a drop of 823 feet it is the highest single
drop falls in the world. It is located in our oldest National park
which was founded in 1926, and is the home of the Patamona
Amerindian tribe. There is also the Iwokrama Rainforest Reserve,
a one-million-acre refuge located in the green heart of Guyana
and considered a living laboratory.

Guyana has been featured in many international travel
magazines over the years.  With several documentaries being
produced each year by world renowned companies such as
National Geographic. BBC, Discovery Channel and Omni Films.  
National Geographic and their massive global reach has certainly
been one of our best ways of promoting “Destination Guyana”.

Moving further west are the ancient table topped mountains
or Tepuis. Visitors are captivated by these ancient landscapes
that inspired Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of the legendary
Sherlock Holmes, to write “the Lost World”. One can easily
understand his imagination bringing to life Dinosaurs and other
prehistoric creatures.

In their quest to reach the most remote and untouched parts of
Guyana, they are revealing previously unknown treasures as they
search for that different experience. Their need to go where no
one else has gone, can only be provided by Helicopters.  Starting
from our Northern coastline over the abundant mangrove
forests which have been bolstered by the innovative mangrove
restoration project, you are offered a bird’s eye view of our
coastal and marine eco systems. You can fly over flocks of the
brightly coloured Scarlet Ibis and White Egrets on their way
to their feeding grounds.  Following the course of the mighty
Essequibo, the fourth largest in South America, with it’s 365
islands can be quite exhilarating.

Further south are the Savannahs. It is easy to land at one of the
many lodges for lunch or a quick visit or to explore the many lily
covered Ox-Bow lakes that dot the Savannahs.  You can also see
the newest Protected Area in Guyana, the blue misted Kanuku
Mountains that separate the North and South Savannahs.
On reaching our southern border, home to the Wai Wais, you
are now in the midst of another rainforest refuge. One million
acres of rain forest has been declared as a community-owned
and managed protected area by the Wai-Wais. Our indigenous
peoples have been stewards for thousands of years before it
became fashionable and then necessary for our survival.

Amerindian Village

For the less adventurous, there are Helicopter Tours to the ecoresorts in the Essequibo and Pomeroon Rivers. There are also
daily aerial tours of Georgetown our garden city.

To book any of these exciting tours, please contact one of the
tour operators or airlines listed in the THAG Members Directory
in this magazine.

Kids with Helicopter at Annai
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FACES OF TOURISM
PEOPLE SERVING PEOPLE

Whether this is your first visit to Guyana or whether you are returning home. There are certain very
recognizable faces that welcome you. From the warmth of the smile that greets you Cheddi Jagan
International Airport to the morning greeting as your coffee is being served. These are the Faces of the
Industry! This is Guyana! Welcome, we are glad you are here!

Camille Bhola
- Pegasus Hotel Guyana

C

amille joined the Pegasus in 1994
as a Front Desk Agent and now
currently holds the position of Front
Desk Manager.
Camille truly is the face of Pegasus, during
her tenure she has welcomed Royalty,
Movie Stars, Heads of State and many
other visitors to the Hotel. Her warm smile and calm personality make her a firm
favourite with guests and colleagues alike.
Camille is heavily involved in Customer Service Training at the hotel, having
participated in many overseas training programs over the years and team members
past and present credit her for success in their careers.  

I

Andy Kam - Old Fort Tours

n April 2003, Andy Kam joined Old Fort Tours as
a computer technician. Over the years he has
progressed into the role of a travel agent, the
division that was previously managed by the owner
of the business.  He was given an opportunity to personally deal with guests, reaching out
to them and finding solutions to every travel issue. There were times when it was necessary
to visit guests, which he took pleasure in doing (i.e. delivering airline tickets to passengers’
home). As the time rolled on his name and face became popular within the tourism industry.  
Old Fort Tours grew to two locations one in Parika and the other in Georgetown. Mr. Kam
is located in the Parika office. He is one of the people who is asked for by name. Andy has
a splendid personality which is mentioned and remembered by all who come into contact
with him. His dedication and commitment to his job is impeccable. He is very much a
people person. Andy has over and over again proven himself to be an icon of tourism. He is
hospitable, courteous, professional, accountable, and adventurous and the list goes on and
on.
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Zaman Bacchus - Wilderness Explorers

aman Bacchus has been a part of the
Wilderness Explorers team for 14 years
having formerly driven for the UN Mission
in Guyana as well as the United States embassy.
Zaman is very often the first person that many
of our guests meet when they arrive in Guyana.
He is our staff driver and in 2012 Zaman received
the THAG Presidents Award for “Driver of the
Year”. Over the years he has gained quite the reputation as something of a ‘miracle
worker’ for knowing exactly where to find absolutely anything at all in and around
Georgetown. Those guests who discover a missing piece of kit at the last minute
or have that certain souvenir in mind to take back for family and friends are lucky
to have Zaman on the case! In addition to the airport runs, you can frequently
find him bringing guests to and from the Georgetown Botanical Gardens where
he’s discovered a real talent for bird identification and his wealth of knowledge of
Georgetown’s history and culture is a treat for any guest.

Tulsie Mahadeo - Cara Lodge

T

ulsie was a welcoming face when Cara Lodge first opened
its doors to the public 20 years ago. He has been an integral
part of Cara Lodge and is without a doubt one of the main
reasons that guests return time and time again to the restaurant
and to the hotel.  Tulsie is the name most acknowledged by
our guests who readily praise his wonderful warm smile, his
caring attitude and his ability to remember their favourites!  
Tulsie is an outstanding Head Waiter who will remember one
guest’s preference for a particular drink, how another likes her
steak cooked or how someone can always be persuaded to try
a dessert! He is also a true Guyanese, full of local knowledge
and local stories and facts and is a shining example of all that is
great here: he loves to show our foreign guests the wonders of
Guyanese cuisine - he expertly describes each dish and its origins
and his love for Guyana is so enthusiastic that most guests can’t
wait to soak up all the wonders of our country. Guests who visit

a hotel can come
from many countries
and many diverse
backgrounds but
Tulsie has an amazing ability to discover what interests each
guest, how he can marry those interests with what is available
here and ensure he can talk to them about their interests - he
is becoming quite the expert on birds, on eco-tourism, on oil
exploration and a multitude of other subjects.He is also able to
be amazingly respectful to all, so not only the guests but also his
colleagues feel the genuine warmth of his smile, his interest and
empathy. Tulsie is quite simply the embodiment of Cara Lodge
- the tradition and warmth of the Caribbean united with the
modern service that a guest expects.  To quote one of our recent
guests Tulsie is simply “Mr Hospitality #1”!

Kenneth Mandook – Karanambu Lodge

K

enneth has been guiding for over 20 years and most of
that time has been spent at Karanambu. In the early days
of eco-tourism he applied his natural talent, attention to
detail and wide breath of knowledge of the region’s flora and
fauna to captivate and entertain Karanambu’s earliest visitors. As
a personal passion for birds emerged he was primarily self-taught
until exposure to notables such as Davis Finch spurred him to
hone his skills and refine his style. Today Kenneth is considered

one of the best birders in the region with many local guides
coming to Karanambu specifically to work with him and learn
from him. With a commitment to sharing his passion he has
trained and inspired countless local students and wildlife club
members many of whom have gone on to be noted birders in
their own right. He developed the region’s first bird list and
continues to attract the accolades of visitors from around the
world.
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Paku

Squirrel Monkey

Tapir
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White Throated Toucan

The Kanuku
Mountains
Guyana’s Newest Protected Area
By:  Matt Hallett

D

eep in the heart of Guyana lies its newest protected area
and potentially its crown jewel – the Kanuku Mountains
Protected Area.  With vast stretches of pristine forest
that teem with wildlife, meandering coffee-colored rivers and
rushing clear-water creeks that are alive with fish, and misty blue
peaks that reach for the heavens, the Kanukus are the rainforest
wilderness of your dreams.   
The Kanuku Mountains are big, they are wild, and they are
rich.  At 6,110 km2, the Kanukus are Guyana’s largest protected
area, representing 4% of its total forest.  With its ranges largely
unexplored, the Kanukus have secrets that are yet to be told,
places yet to be explored, and species yet to be discovered.  
What we have discovered about the Kanukus already makes
them perhaps the most biodiverse place in all of Guyana – home
to hundreds of species of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
fish, and over 1,500 plants.  Of course, this also includes
healthy populations of all of Guyana’s ‘Giants’ – giant anteaters,
armadillos, capybara, river turtles, and otters; jaguars, tapirs,
red howler monkeys; the green anaconda, arapaima, harpy

eagle, jabiru stork, gladiator tree frog, goliath bird-eating spider,
Amazon water lily, and more.
But the amazing diversity of species in the Kanukus cannot
be attributed to its abundance of standing forests alone. The
Kanukus are bordered to the North, South and West by open
savannas which isolation lends to the unique biodiversity
that is to be found here. The Kanukus are part of the broader
Rupununi region, which consists of a mosaic of habitats,
including savanna, flooded and dry forests, rivers, creeks and
seasonally flooded wetlands, bordered by large, intact tracts
of lowland and montane tropical rainforest.  And none of this
happened overnight.  The Kanukus form the southern ridge of
an ancient rift valley with the Southern Pakaraima Mountains or
Iwokrama Range to the north and the North Rupununi savannas
forming the valley floor.  Prehistoric geologic forces, combined
with millions of years of wind, weather, and water sculpted
the breathtaking landscape that you see today, creating ideal
conditions for the thousands of species that call this region
home.
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While the Kanukus are blessed with abundant forests and
wildlife, and a remote location, make no mistake, these are not
vacant, untouched forests.  In fact, the people of the Kanuku
Mountain region should be credited for its pristine state, as
they have served as the stewards of this special place since
about 10,000 year ago.  Today, these communities are being
confronted by new challenges, as outside interests set their
sights on developing the valuable resources of the region.  
In response, the 21 indigenous Makushi and Wapichana
communities that reside around the edges of the Kanukus
formed “the Kanuku Mountains Community Representative
Group” (KMCRG), partnering with Conservation International on
the design of the protected area and working with the Protected
Areas Commission to continue to inform its management.  
Tourism provides support for communities who wish to
maintain their forests, preserving their “supermarket, pharmacy,
clothing and hardware stores”, while allowing them to develop
economically and sustainably.  With demand for forest resources
increasing, your tourism dollars reinforce the value of intact
systems – standing forests and savannas that continue to provide
services for people and wildlife.

Ready for a visit?

The Kanukus offer visitors amazing opportunities to birdwatch,
hike, spot wildlife, canoe, kayak, fish, herp, and more all from
one of the most scenic rainforests in South America.  The true

beauty of the Kanukus can only be revealed by those who know
the area best.  Fortunately, the region is also home to extremely
knowledgeable and skilled guides that can help you realize the
trip of a lifetime. Whether you are looking to experience the
Kanukus for the day, the weekend, the week, or the month, we
have the adventure for you.

Just a Sample

Limited on time or not ready to commit to a full-out adventure?  
Day-trips into the Kanuku Mountains originate from Lethem and
allow you to choose whether to cool down or sweat it out while
getting a taste of this beautiful place.
Climb the 935 steps in Moco Moco Village for a bird’s eye view
of the Pakaraima Mountains and Rupununi savannas and then
relax in the cool waters of the Moco Moco River.  Moco Moco
is about a 30-minute drive to the northeast from Lethem, and
offers a variety of excellent opportunities for nature and wildlife
experiences offered by knowledgeable and dedicated guides.  
Longer trips include an overnight climb to one of the Kanuku’s
highest peaks and arguably its best view atop the “Sleeping
Giant”.
Drive in and take a leisurely stroll to Kumu Falls, about 20
minutes east of Lethem, where you can enjoy the cold rushing
waters that originate high in the mountains during a picnic or

family outing.  For more adventurous travelers, climb to the
top of Schomburgk’s peak – another of the Kanuku’s highest
mountains

but bring home the photos to back it up.  Land-based offerings
include mountain hiking, bird watching, paddling dugout canoes,
or just relaxing in a hammock.

For some added adventure while in Lethem, stay at the historic
Manari Ranch, one of the oldest ranches in the North Savannas.  
Kayak on the Takatu River, birdwatch or just relax and in a
hammock and enjoy!

At the southwestern tip of the Kanukus lies Saddle Mountain,
a family-owned ranch located only 45 minutes from Lethem.  
Situated in the south savannas among seasonally-flooded
wetlands, creeks, and isolated forested mountains, Saddle
Mountain is like a biology textbook come to life.  Ride horses,
go anteater spotting or on night drives for nocturnal wildlife,
or climb to the tops of forests mountains and look out on the
savanna below.  No matter what activities you choose you will
end your day with a cool swim in the creek and enjoying the
hospitality offered by Uncle Tommy and Auntie Joan.

Wildlife with the Comforts of Home

For those who want to experience the natural beauty that the
Kanukus have to offer without having to sacrifice all the luxuries
and comforts of home, there are three prominent eco-lodges
that might meet your needs.
Owned and operated by Yupukari Village, Caiman House
Research Station was founded to support research on black
caiman, yellow-spotted river turtles, jaguars, indigenous
knowledge, and more.  Caiman House guides are highly trained
and their methods overseen by professional scientists from
around the world.  Heading out with research teams to capture
and mark or track radio-tagged caiman, survey turtle nests,
release hatchling turtles, or check camera traps for jaguars
and other wildlife, is a unique experience that you cannot get
anywhere else.  Its location directly north of the Kanukus along
the Rupununi River also allows Caiman House to serve as the
jumping off point for a longer wilderness adventures into the
mountains interior.
Located at the confluence of the Rupununi and Rewa Rivers
on the eastern edge of the Kanukus, Rewa Eco-Lodge is a
community-run Eco Lodge that in many ways serves as the
fishing capital of the Kanukus.  Head out with highly trained
fishing guides in pursuit of Guyana’s many “River Monsters”,
arapaima, lau-lau, himara, payara, arawana, lukanani, piranha,
and more.  Create your own “Catch and Release” fish story,

Local Flavor, Further Afield

Are you an adventurous traveler looking for offerings that
are a bit more off the beaten path?  There are a number of
communities in the Kanukus who are either new to tourism
or have more informal offerings.  The upside being unique
experience that few others have access to.
Nappi Village offers unrivaled birdwatching and adventurous
hikes to the majestic Jordan Falls all in one of the most beautiful
pieces of forest that you can imagine.  The true giants of the
Kanukus, massive Mora trees that reach over 100 feet into
the sky, send huge, sprawling buttress roots in every direction
and host flocks of colorful parrots and macaws squawking in
their branches, who will keep you company as you venture
into the mountains from Nappi.  Adventurous travelers up for
a challenging hike are rewarded by the misty mountain vista
created by Jordan Falls as it thunders over a 100-foot drop and
down to the river below.
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Shea Village

Wilderness Adventures Deep into the Heart of the Jungle
If you have a sense of adventure, want to truly experience
the Kanukus, and increase your chances of spotting wildlife in
the process (especially the ‘giants’ of the Rupununi), opt for a
longer river trip into the heart of the Kanuku Mountains with
experienced tour operators.  You will be more than happy that
you sacrificed some of the comforts of home as your hammock
sways in the breeze and you watch the sun rise over the Kanukus
and the Rupununi River.

Black Caiman

Shulinab Village sits at the southern edge of the Kanukus,
where forests and savannas are intertwined along its slopes and
meandering creeks.  With relatively informal tourism offerings,
visiting Shulinab will allow you to chart your own course to
places that few others have visited.  Whether you hike high
into the mountains to a spectacular waterfall, spend a night or
two at a working local farm, ride horses in the savanna, head
out birdwatching, or check camera traps to monitor jaguars
and other large mammals.  You can create a unique experience
guided by kind hosts who will make you feel right at home.
Shea is a small village located in the south Rupununi savannas
at the southern extreme of the Kanuku Mountains that offers
access to the amazing vistas atop Shea rock.  This rounded
mountain is mostly free of vegetation on the top affording views
of the savanna and forests below.  Nearby petroglyphs also give
you a glimpse into the region’s ancient culture.  You can also
take a hike to climb “Bottle Mountain”, made famous by the
Schomburgk brothers in their “Travels in British Guiana 18401844”.

As you travel where few have traveled, you have an excellent
chance of getting close to the animals who have seen so few
people that they are curious to see humans.  If you take the
longer river trip up the Rewa River, you can see the stunning
waterfalls of Corona, Kataback and Bamboo. But be prepared to
help portage the boat and all the equipment to get around the
falls.  It is an amazing adventure that will stay with you for the
rest of your life.
The Kanuku Mountains are a rare place in this world.  Tourism is
a growing industry and perhaps the best chance that we have at
ensuring that the Kanukus remain wild for generations to come.  
Come visit this special place and support those that have long
been responsible for its care.  While it might be the incredible
wildlife and stunning vistas that are often the initial draw to the
Kanukus, it is undoubtedly the people of the region that will
keep you coming back.
To book any of these exciting tours please contact one of the
tour operator or lodges listed in the back of this magazine.
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Cashew

Few Animals Seen?
No Problem!!!!
W
hen visiting the rain forest, many tourists tend to focus
on the wildlife they might encounter and are often
disappointed if they don’t get a glimpse of the illusive
jaguar, mysterious harpy eagle or  the enigmatic arapaima to
name a few. There is never a guarantee  to see all these wildlife
and while many see birds, monkeys and other more common
species, it is always just a chance that you would see the more
charismatic animals and as I always say it is  ‘a chance, not a
promise’.

So, why not take a deeper look at what surrounds you. These
species do not move, many are intriguing in their own right,
many have beautiful displays, some have spikes, spines, hooks,
some emerge over the canopy with huge and fantastic buttresses
and without them animals would not survive. Yes we would like
to explore with you- the wonderful world of plants that you can
find in the Iwokrama Forest!!!
With over 1200 species of recorded plants in the Iwokrama
(Guyana has over 8000 plant species), the area is a ‘green’
gold mine to explore.  The rain forest is not homogenous and
is made up of varying forest types which are linked to the soil
it grows on and the dominant species located within. There
is the Mora Forest on alluvial clay/loam, a seasonally flooded
forest where the emergent Mora (Mora excelsa), with its often

enormous buttress, is an abundant species. On highly drained
white sands we can find the Wallaba Forest with dominant
species Soft Wallaba (Eperua falcata). Dakama Forests are also
found white sands. The Dakama Forest where the leguminous
species Dakama (Dimorphandra conjugata) is dominant is prone
to fire but this species is adapted to fire as it can re-sprout.   On
the brown sands and lateritic soils we often find the Mixed
forests and this is a heavenly for timber harvesters as many
of the commercial species can be found in here,  endemics
such as Greenheart (Chlorocardium rodiei), Wamara (Swartzia
leiocalycina) and other species such as Purpleheart (Peltogyne
spp). Often in the swampy areas we find the many palms such
as Manicole (Euterpe spp), Ite (Mauritia flexuosa) and Turu/Lu
(Oenocarpus spp).  
As you travel along the road that runs through the Iwokrama
protected area, that connects with the Rupununi Savannahs
and links with Brazil, you may be often intrigued by the many
beautiful floral displays such as the bright red Bush Ixora (Coffee
family), various Passiflora species, the purple net of Futui
(Jacaranda copaia) flowers, to name a few.  
On visiting the Iwokrama Forest you will be sure to encounter
some of these species.  Plants are fun, look a bit closer and
enjoy!!!
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This Soft Wallaba (Eperua falcata) can be viewed from the Iwokrama
Canopy Walkway. Just by looking at the leaves, the falcate (curved in)
leaflets on the compound leaf is a giveaway for identifying this species,
along with the hanging fruits which reminds me of Christmas tree
decorations.

The forest is full of all types of fruit species, this large fruit belongs to the
Sapodilla family (Sapotaceae) and is called SUYA (Pouteria speciosa)
and you can see this on the Iwokrama Canopy Walkway trail

Senior Ranger, Henry James stands between two Giant Mora Trees (Mora
excelsa). Many of these beauties can be seen on the Turtle Mountain
Hike which takes from lower elevation to about 300 metres (1000 ft) high.
Be careful to watch for snakes before striking a pose near the massive
buttresses.
And there are the lianas aka woody vines. Melina points to this
leguminous Monkey ladder (Bauhinia sp) which is an often seen feature
especially in the Mora Forest. This can easily be seen on the Bush
Master Trail which is located behind the Iwokrama River Lodge

These beautiful floral displays are often seen along the road running
thorough the Iwokrama Forest that connects Georgetown to the Rupununi
savannah and further to Brazil. This Bush Ixora (Palecouria guianensis)
belongs to the Coffee Family, Rubiaceae.

DAGRON TOURS

“We offer Adventure of a Lifetime!”

We offer Fishing, Hiking, Wildlife River & Jeep Safaris,
Birdwatching, Nature, Cultural and Beach Holidays in Guyana,
South America & the Caribbean

Guyana

Brazil

Suriname

Essequibo/Mazaruni River
New Amsterdam Tour

Georgetown City

River And Nature Safari
Sloth Island Tour

This stunning purple species, Dioclea sp can often be seen along
the Iwokrama road. The butterfly appearance of this flower easily
distinguishes this sub-family of the Legumes.

French Guiana

Tobago

Kaieteur And Orinduik Falls
Santa Mission

Paramaribo City Tour

San�gron & Saramaaca

91 Middle Street, Georgetown, Guyana, South America
Tel: 592 223 7921 / 592 227 1166
Email: reservations@dagron-tours.com
Website: www.dagron-tours.com
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WAINI RIVER
ADVENTURE

Stick Insect

By Salvador de Caires

I

was so excited to be finally getting to go to Shell Beach. I have
wanted to go since hearing about the Turtles as a young boy
and also while living for many years in The North West Region
of Guyana. I knew the turtles would not be there, but at least I
could walk along the most famous beach in Guyana and check
out the Guest House.

We got into the Boat at Kumaka and headed up the Moruka
river. It is very pretty as it flows through a grassy low-lying
swamp. Then into the 99 creek. It reportedly has 99 turns.
We did not count them, but there are many many. Then into
the Baramanni and finally crossed into the much larger Waini.
We cut through a small very black water creek and arrived at
Warapoka village. This is another very old Warrau Amerindian
village. There are shell mounds which make the settlement
at least a thousand years old. The villagers told us that Jenny
Wishert had excavated them. The village is set on a hill made up
of huge boulders set in the middle of the jungle.
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We flew into
Bimichi, which
is the airstrip for
one of the oldest settlements in Guyana. It was where many
Amerindians were given refuge from the enforced “Hacienda”
labour of Spanish America. It is a real crossroads town with
many names. Besides the airstrip the area is called Moruka,
the landing is called Kumaka [after the silk cotton tree} the
post office is Acquero, and the mission is Santa Rosa. You
need to know this because the residents all use the names
interchangeably and one can easily get confused.

Warapoka Village

We were joined for breakfast by the largest stick insect I had
ever seen. Every time we put him back outside he would appear
back by the table so we let him [or her] join us for breakfast.
We then took a boat ride to explore a smaller creek and the
stunning wild cocoa were all flowering along the way. Orchids

Wild Cocoa Flower

too. I counted four different species flowering. We also saw a
troupe of Wedge capped Capuchin monkeys.
Our boat was supposed to pick us up at 12 pm. He did not show
up until almost 2 pm as a large boat had gotten stuck in one of
the 99 turns and he could not get around it. We headed down
the Waini river. We passed quite a few collection points for Heart
of Palm. It is one of the main sources of income in this region.
Three hours later we rounded Waini point and headed into
the Atlantic Ocean. It was very rough and we were all soaked
in minutes after frantically getting all our bags covered up. The
problem was that we could not land on the beach as the Waves
were too high. Finally, we got in close enough to jump off. The
waves pushed the bow up onto the beach and it was all hands
quickly getting the bow turned into the oncoming waves so the
boat did not get swamped. This was Adventure Tourism at its
best.
I got to take a long walk along Shell Beach as we had to jump off
way down. We never got to check out the guest house. We met

Heart of Palm

some local fishermen and they said that the beach went out at
least another mile but it had all been eroded away. I wondered
where it went. Maybe it is on the other side of the Waini Estuary
on the spit of land at the very top of Guyana.
The beach is made up of all broken shells with very little sand
hence the name. There are many large uprooted coconut trees
scattered around the beach, testament to the movement of the
strength of the waves.
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It was getting late and we still had a few hours on the river. We
headed back around Waini Point and across the estuary and
into the Mora passage. We were glad to be in calm water again
especially as it was getting dark and there were some ominous
clouds scudding about and even a few flashes of lightening.
We arrived in Kumaka on the Aruka river. I had lived nearby for
about seven years and had spent many hours in Kumake waiting
for the Steamer from Georgetown. The place was completely
changed and I did not recognize anything. The old Stelling was
long gone I was told. We headed to a bar, which was never
in short supply in Kumaka. The beers started coming and the
music started playing. I was blown away. The Music had not

changed in forty years. Jim Reeves was still a hit and Connie
Francis and Jimmy Cliff. I closed my eyes and I was forty years
younger.
Quite a few beers later we headed up the hill to Mabaruma and
a hotel bed. The next morning, we were on the eight o’clock
plane back to Georgetown. It had been a whirlwind trip that
I must do again, preferably when the Sea Turtles are nesting.
Shell beach was amazing even without the Turtles. The Breeze,
the Waves, the swaying Coconut trees, the shells and the
wonderful quiet and solitude that is in such short supply in this
World. I will be back for sure.

Shell Beach

S
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GRILLED - PACU RIBS
WITH PINEAPPLE RUM BBQ SAUCE

DIRECTIONS
Combine dried thyme, garlic powder, salt and pepper and rub on both
sides of ribs. Cover and refrigerate at least 3 hours.
Combine all ingredients for BBQ sauce (pineapple through rum) in a
sauce pan and mix well. Simmer for 30 to 45 minutes on low heat,
stirring occasionally.
Place ribs on grill on medium-high heat and brush with sauce while
grilling. Cook approximately 5 minutes per side. Brush with remaining
sauce before serving.
INGREDIENTS
THE RIBS
4–5 lbs Pacu ribs, split down the center between the bones or whole
1 tsp dried thyme
1 tsp garlic powder
Salt and black pepper to taste

BBQ SAUCE
1 lb pineapple chucks, blended
or 2 cups pineapple
G RI L L E D
juice
Ribs
1 cup brown sugar W IPacu
T H P I N E AP P LE RU M B B Q S AU CE
1 ½ tsp black pepper
1 tsp garlic powder
½ tsp salt
½ tsp ground clove
⅔ cup vinegar
½ cup honey
3 tbsp soy sauce
2 bay leaves
1 cup tomato ketchup
¼ cup dark rum

GRILLED JERKED - PACU RIBS
DIRECTIONS
Place ribs in a shallow pan or large
resealable plastic bag. Place all marinade
ingredients (garlic through caramel
color) in a blender and blend until
smooth. Pour over ribs and marinate for
3 to 4 hours or overnight.
Place garlic and next 10 ingredients for
the jerk sauce (through caramel color)
in a blender. Blend until smooth, then

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

90

INGREDIENTS
JERK MARINADE
4–5 lbs Pacu ribs, split down the center
between the bones or whole
½ cup fresh garlic, minced
GR ILLE D JE R K E D
¾ cup yellow onion, minced
Pacu
Ribs
⅛ cup fresh thyme,
minced
¼ cup fresh ginger, minced
⅔ cup green onions, white and light
green parts finely diced
2 tbsp ground allspice
1–3 fresh scotch bonnet peppers,

depending on desired spiciness
¼ cup soy sauce
¾ cup lager or pilsner beer, such as Red
Stripe
1¾ tbsp honey
2 tsp caramel color
JERK SAUCE
½ cup fresh garlic, minced
¾ cup yellow onion, minced
⅛ cup fresh thyme, minced
¼ cup fresh ginger, minced

strain through cheese cloth or fine
strainer. Discard solids.
Place liquid in a sauce pan. Add tomato
ketchup and simmer for 20 minutes,
stirring occasionally.
Place ribs on grill on medium-high heat
and brush with sauce while grilling. Cook
approximately 5 minutes per side. Brush
with sauce before serving.

⅔ cup green onions, white and light
green parts finely diced
2 tbs ground allspice
1–3 fresh scotch bonnet peppers,
depending on desired spiciness
¼ cup soy sauce
¾ cup lager or pilsner beer, such as Red
Stripe
1¾ tbsp honey
2 tsp caramel color
2 cups tomato ketchup

Note: The above are the award winning Pacu recipes,
created by Guyanese Chefs and presented at the 2016 Boston Seafood Show.

Famous for
Chicken & Seafood
Now Open!
228-229 Camp St, G/Town

Call in - 231-1184/90
Delivery - 231-1188/92

Water and America Streets

Call in - 223-4796

Dine-in & Drive Thru

Vlissengen Rd & Duncan St,
Georgetown

Tel 223-6451
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About
Guyana
Country Facts

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS
Police: 911,564, 225-6411
Police: Emergency Response Unit: 225-6411(24hrs),
226-4585
Impact: 225-2317, 227-4064-5
CID Headquarters: 225-3650, 225-8196, 226-6978
Police Headquarters: 226-2487, 226-2488, 227-4656
Traffic Headquarters: 227-2272, 226-9431, 227-2349
Operations Brickdam: 227-1270, 227-1149
Fire: 912, 226-2411-13
Ambulance Service: 913
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LOCATION
Guyana is located on the North East Coast of South America and is the only English speaking country. Between 1
˚ & 9 ˚ North Latitude and 57˚ & 61 ˚ West Longitude,
bordering Venezuela to the West, Brazil to the South,
Suriname to the East.
Municipal Hospitals and Health Care Centres exist within rural
and outer lying communities with medivac services available in
cases of emergency.

Approximately 75% of the land area is still intact forest, and 2.5%
is cultivated. The coastline is 1 metre to 1.5 metres below sea
level at high tide necessitating elaborate systems of drainage
canals.

INTERNET
For most customers, internet service is available nationally
through independent providers. Service is also available in most
hotels and at many internet café which has been established
across the country. Some hotels and restaurants provide WI-FI at
no charge to patrons using their laptops.

CLIMATE
Guyana is a tropical destination that is pleasant and warm for
most of the year, humid, moderated by northeast trade winds;
two rainy seasons (May to June, November to January). Mean
temperature of 27˚C and the average temperature range from
24˚C to 31˚C. Rainfall is approximately 2,300mm a year in
Georgetown.
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TIME ZONE
GMT - 04:00: One hour ahead of EST.

GEOGRAPHY
Guyana’s the fourth-smallest country in South America after
French Guiana, Suriname and Uruguay; it has four distinct geographical areas: the Low Coastal Plain; the Hilly Sand and Clay
Belt; the High Land Region and the Interior Savannah. The area in
square kilometers is 214,970 sq.km.

The most valuable mineral deposits are bauxite, gold, and diamonds. The main rivers are the Demerara, Berbice, Corentyne
and Essequibo.
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Aerial View of Georgetown

CLOTHING
Lightweight, casual clothing can be worn throughout the year.
However longs are recommended for the evening along with
mosquito repellent containing deet, picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, as well as a variety of plant oils, such as cedar, citronella,
geraniol, lemongrass, and rosemary to safeguard against mosquito bites.
HEALTH
There is a risk of malaria in certain parts of the interior. Consult
your doctor for the required precautions if you intend to travel
there. Georgetown and coastal areas are Malaria-Free.

Further information can be obtained from the Ministry of Health
on Telephone Numbers: (592) 226 7338 or (592) 226 1366.

There are four daily newspapers; Kaieteur News, Stabroek News,
Guyana Times Newspaper and the national paper; Guyana
Chronicle Newspaper.
There are over twenty (20) Television Stations and five (5)
privately owned radio station and one (1) government operated
radio station.
LANGUAGE
The official language is English, often spoken with a Caribbean
Creole flavour. Guyana is also the only English speaking country
in South America.
PLACES TO WORSHIP
The predominant religious groups are Christians, Hindus and
Muslims. Each is well represented with its own churches, temples, mosques. They are found across the country where the
major landmarks featuring traditional architecture may be seen.
POPULATION
Guyana’s population is approximately 746,955 (Census 2012) of
whom 90% live along the coastal strip and banks of major rivers.

ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

Travel

All visitors to Guyana are required to have a
valid passport to enter and depart Guyana.
All visitors to Guyana should ensure that their
passports have at least six months of remaining validity. Those arriving by air require an
onward plane ticket.

NON EXEMPT NATIONALS
All visitors to Guyana who require a visa for travel to Guyana
should the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website: http://www.minfor.gov.gy/prior to making their travel arrangements.
All details regarding the Visa Application Process might be found
on the Homepage of the Website under the subheading Consular
Services; sub-heading Travel.
Applicants are encouraged to apply three (3) weeks to (1) one
month in advance of travel.
The process period is one (1) week however this varies depending upon the nature of the case
A letter notifying the applicant of the visa being granted will be
sent to their address provided in the application. Visitors must
have in their possession the original/ or copy of the document
stating the visa has been granted to show to Immigration upon
arrival at Cheddi Jagan International Airport -Timehri.
Payment for the visa might be made to the Ministry of the Presidency, Department of Citizenship and Immigration Services or
upon arrival at Cheddi Jagan International Airport – Timehri.
Visitors who wish to extend their stay must contact the Ministry
of the Presidency, Department of Citizenship and Immigration
Services in advance of the date he/she is expected to depart
Guyana. The Ministry of the Presidency, Department of Citizenship and Immigration Services is located at 164 Waterloo
Street, North Cummingsburg, Georgetown, Guyana or via email
at: ministryofcitizenship.gy@gmail.com. The Central Office of
Immigration, where the extension is granted, located on Camp
Street, Georgetown, must also note the extension in the visitor’s
passport.
Travellers for purposes other than tourism should check with the
Ministry of Home Affairs for information about requirements for
work permits and extended stays.

Cheddi Jagan International Airport

VISA EXEMPT NATIONALS
Visas are necessary for all visitors except nationals of the
following countries: Commonwealth Countries, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Republic of Korea, Luxembourg, The Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and United States of
America.
The maximum duration of stay any visitor will be granted by
Guyana Immigration, will not exceed thirty days. Please see
link for complete listing: http://www.minfor.gov.gy/index.
php/consular-services/travel/countries-whose-nationals-donot-require-visas-to-enter-guyana
For further information guidance, visitors are encouraged to
contact the Head of Immigration Support Service, Ministry of the
Presidency, Department of Citizenship and Immigration Services,
Guyana on Tel: (592) 226-2221, 223-7867 or contact the Guyana
Foreign Office nearest to you.
TRANSPORTATION
DRIVING IN GUYANA
Traffic drives on the left. Seat belts are necessary by Law. If
travelling to Guyana and wish to rent a vehicle during a vehicle
during your stay, please enquire with the Customs Officer at the
Airport, upon arrival into Guyana. The permit will be immediately issued to you provided you have your international driver’s
licence with you. So be sure to remember to walk with it. The
permit is issued free of charge.
TRAVEL VIA TAXIS FROM THE CHEDDI JAGAN INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT-TIMEHRI
Tourists should ONLY use the official taxi services registered to
operate at CJIA. They can be identified by their uniforms (Crème
Shirt-Jackets, Black Pants and ID Badges. Fares are listed at the
Airport and are fixed). If a decision is made to use one of the
other taxis, please agree upon the fare for the trip into Georgetown before entering the vehicle. Fares charged from Airport to
Georgetown rate between US$25.00 and US$30.00.
TAXI AND BUSES
Georgetown is well served with taxis, operating throughout the
city and to and from other urban centres.
Before embarking, do enquire of the rates for travel to destination of interest. Use only recognized yellow taxis bearing the
logos of respective taxi services. Alternatively, do seek the guidance of the front desk staff in your selection of service providers,
possibly those that are already contracted to the facility.
There are also ultra –cheap minibus running around town and
along the coast, or to the Cheddi Jagan International Airport and
Linden. Check and confirm the fares before entering the vehicle.
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Water Taxi River Transport

Information on their availability and movement is easily obtainable from their office and from tour operators. Private charter
companies operate flight into the interior from soon to be completed Ogle International Airport. (For further information please
see THAG membership Listing of Domestic Carriers)
INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL CARRIERS
Guyana now has two international (2) airports; The Cheddi Jagan
International- Timehri and The Eugene F. Correia International
Airport, receiving flights from regional and international destinations.
Transportation around the city is provided by privately owned
mini buses which operate in allocated zones for which there is
a well-regulated fare structure. This arrangement extends to all
mini bus routes throughout the country. Taxis afford freer movement around the city.
Travel around Georgetown by Bus: Short stops within the limits of
the city are approximately GY$80.00 and longer stops G$100.00.
Travelling by taxi for short distances: approximately GY$300$GY400.00; longer drops of GY$500.00 and more as these prices
will vary from location to location. Rented cars are also available.
RIVER BOATS & FERRIES
With the opening of the Berbice Bridge between East and
West Berbice, travelling time is lessened for commuters from
Georgetown to Berbice and onward travel to Suriname via the
crossing at Moleson Creek.
A toll is charged for the Berbice Bridge based on vehicle capacity.
Commuters to West Demerara have a choice of road transport
via the Demerara Harbour Bridge or by the Demerara River Ferry
from the Stabroek Stelling to Vreed-en-Hoop which is obliquely
opposite each other. Be sure to check the bridge opening schedule (http://www.harbourbridge.gov.gy/schedule.html) one day
prior to travel.
The highway which begins on the West Coast of Demerara is
heavily trafficked since it provides a link to Parika on the East Bank
of Essequibo River which has become an important centre of economic activity in the Essequibo region. For example, speed boats
or other types of transportation can be hired to take passengers
as far as Bartica or other hinterland resorts and back in a single
day.
TRAVEL TO GUYANA’S INTERIOR
Travel arrangements may be made with local busing service,
jeeps, chartered planes and speedboats. A guide is advisable for
longer distance travel to interior locations.
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The highway which begins on the West Coast of Demerara is
heavily trafficked since it provides a link to Parika on the East Bank
of Essequibo River which has become an important centre of
economic activity in the Essequibo region. Speed boats operators
can be hired to take passengers to Bartica, Supenaam on the
Essequibo Coast among other locations. Travel to and from some
of these location can be done in a single day. Others will require
overnight stay based on travel time and distance from Parika.
DOMESTIC AIR SERVICE
Air transportation is readily available for traveling to several parts
of the hinterland, whether for business or for pleasure. Several
local airlines depart from Ogle International Airport on the East
Coast of Demerara and from Cheddi Jagan International Airport,
Timehri.

The main airport named after the late President Dr. Cheddi Jagan,
The Cheddi Jagan International- Timehri is located 25 miles
south of Georgetown at Timehri. Flights from Europe are routed
through Antigua, Barbados, or Trinidad. There are also direct
flights from Miami, New York, Toronto and Suriname.
The Eugene F. Correia International Airport, formally known as
Ogle International Airport, is located on the Atlantic Ocean coast
of Guyana, approximately 4 miles east of the capital, Georgetown,
in the Demerara-Mahaica region of Guyana.
As of September 2009, Ogle Airport Inc., was declared an International Port of Entry to Guyana. The airport will serve international, regional and domestic destinations with aircraft in the class
of Dash 8, 300’s. Currently The Eugene F. Correia International
Airport facilitates regional transfers between Guyana and Suriname via Trans Guyana Airways and Air Services Ltd. Transfers are
provided by LIAT between Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago and
Guyana and Barbados respectively.
Regional flights between Barbados and The Eugene F. Correia International serves a dual purpose; as an international airport and
as the air terminal for domestic flights travelling to and arriving
from different locations across the country.
OVERLAND TRAVEL
The fee per passenger crossing with the Canawaima Ferry at
Moleson Creek travelling to Nickerie, Suriname is US$15.00 ages
3 years to adult one way
and US$20.00 return 12yrs - Adult
US$15:00 return 3ys - 12yrs
Under 3yrs free
St George’s Cathedral

MONEY & BUSINESS GUIDE
ATM machines are accessible to persons with ATM
Debit Cards. Persons in possession of international
CIRRUS credit cards that are Master Card and Visa
Card may utilize the ATMs at Scotia Bank for cash
advances when in Guyana
BANKING HOURS
08:00 and 14: 00 hrs. on Monday to Thursday and
08:00 and 14: 30 on Friday

MONEY &
BUSINESS
GUIDE
CURRENCY
The Guyana dollar is the only legal tender accepted in this country. It is a floating currency and the value fluctuates in accordance
with the changes in the value of the US$. Visitors may exchange
their currencies at banks, cambios and most hotels. The rate of
the dollar fluctuates and the exchange is approximately US$1
– GY$202.00. Major credits cards and traveller’s cheques are
generally accepted at many resorts, hotels, gift shops, restaurants
and tour operators.
CREDIT CARDS
Major credits cards and traveller’s cheques are accepted by
most hotels, restaurants, car rental agencies and tour operators.
International VISA, Master Card, Maestro and Cirrus credit and
debit cards can be used to obtain cash from Scotiabank Branches
during banking hours or at ABMs. A similar service is also available at the Guyana Bank for Trade and Industry (GBTI) at their
branches and at select ATM locations.
CAMBIOS
These are licensed currency exchange houses. Most cambios are
open from 8am to 5pm, and on Saturdays from 8am to 12pm,
sometimes to 2pm. keep your Cambio receipts, you will need to
produce them in order to change Guyanese dollars on departure.

Outgoing international travelers using Eugene F. Correia International Airport are required to pay a Departure Tax is $3,000GYD
(foreign currency not accepted)
BUSINESS ATTIRE
Men wear long or short sleeved shirts, a Jacket is optional. Shirt
and tie attire is common in most offices. Females are expected
to dress conservatively.
INFORMATIVE SITES ON GUYANA
TRAVEL AND TOURISM:
Guyana Tourism Authority- www.guyana-tourism.com
Tourism & Hospitality Association of Guyanahttp://exploreguyana.org/
Iwokrama International Centre- http://iwokrama.org/
Protected Areas Commissionhttp://nre.gov.gy/category/protected-areas-commission/
https://www.facebook.com/Protected-Areas-Commission
INVESTING IN GUYANA:
GUYANA OFFICE FOR INVESTMENThttp://goinvest.gov.gy/
Guyana Lands & Surveyhttp://www.lands.gov.gy/
Private Sector Commissionhttp://psc.org.gy/
Georgetown Chambers of Commerce- http://gcci.gy/
Guyana Manufacturer’s and Services Association of Guyanahttp://gmsagy.org/
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
(CONSERVATION):
Conservation International Guyana –
http://www.conservation.org/
World Wildlife Fund (Guyana) - http://www.wwfguianas.org/
Iwokrama International Centre- http://iwokrama.org/
BUSINESS CONTACTS & ORGANISATIONS

ECONOMY
The agricultural sector accounts for half the national GDP, producing sugar and rice for export, with extensive timber operations
and a range of other products, from coffee to fish and fruits, and
fresh vegetables well –respected brands of rum. Gold, bauxite
and diamonds are mined.

PRIVATE SECTOR COMMISSION
Umbrella organization for more private
sector business and employer’s organizations.
More major companies are also members.
157 Waterloo St, Georgetown
Tel: 225 0977 • Fax: 225 0978
E-mail: office@psc.org.gy •Website: http://psc.org.gy/

VALUED ADDED TAX
Valued Added Tax (VAT) is charged to a value of 16% on most
items save those that are 0-Rated or VAT exempt.

BERBICE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND DEVELOPMENT
12 Chapel Street, New Amsterdam, Berbice • Tel: 333 3324

DEPARTURE TAX
There is an exit tax of G$2,500.00 plus a security charge of
G$1,500 (being a total of G$4,000). This is paid at the airport at
the GRA booth. (The US dollar equivalent for this exit tax may
vary with exchange fluctuations.) Please note that this is payable
in GY$ or foreign currency.

CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATION OF GUYANESE INDUSTRY
157 Waterloo St, Georgetown • Tel: 225 7170, 226, 4603,
Fax: (592) 227 0725 • P.O.Box # 10730
Email: goolsarrancagi@gol.net.gy, ramchancagi@gol.net.gy
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FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION OF GUYANA
157 Waterloo St. Georgetown, Tel: (592) 226 9848 • 226 2821
Fax: (592) 226 2832 Email: fpasect@guyana.net.gy
GEORGETOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
156 Waterloo St, Georgetown • Tel: 225 5846
Email:gccicommerce2009@gmail.com
Website: http://gcci.gy/
GUYANA MANUFACTURERS & SERVICES ASSOCIATION
157 Waterloo Street, Georgetown • Tel: 223 7405/6
Email: gmsaguyanaltd@gmail.com • http://gmsagy.org/
GUYANA RICE MILLERS’ AND EXPORTERS’
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
• Tel: 227 3344, 227 3350
GUYANA RICE PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
C/o Crane, West Coast Demerara • Tel: 254 2012, 254 2013
INSTITUTE OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
253 South Road, Bourda, Georgetown • Tel: 225 8949
• Email:iped@ipedgy.com •Website: http://www.ipedgy.com/
LINDEN CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE
84 Riverside Drive, Watooka, Linden • Tel: 444 2901
MINISTRY OF BUSINESS (WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR
TOURISM)
Address: 229 South Road, Lacytown, Georgetown, Guyana
Tel: +592 226 2505, Fax: +592 225 4310
Hotlines: Small Business & Consumer Affairs: 225 0665,
Commerce: 225-2280; 225-6011, Licensing: 227-2718,
GO-INVEST: 225 0651/ 227 0653
Email: info@minbusiness.gov.gy

WINGS

PASTA

STEAK

RIBS

SMOOTHIES

MEDITRON INC
Come in and visit our Show Room.
We have on display the widest array of
Medical Equipment and Supplies.

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

96

Your #1 Supplier for Diagnostic Health Care,
Consumables and Supplies.
Lot 50 ‘G’ Sheriff Street, Campbellville G/town, Guyana.
Website: www.meditron.gy
Tel# 592-225-0271, 226-7689, 231-7064-5
Fax# 592-225-0272
Email: Info@meditron.gy

Available here at MEDITRON for all Local & International Customers
Biomedical Services
Medical Sales
Preventative and Corrective
Laboratory Equipment
Maintenance
Dental Equipment
General Hospital, Laboratory
General Hospital Disposables
Dental, Physiotherapy
Hospice / Home Care Furniture
Point of Care Repairs (POCT)
Point of Care Tools
Quality Assurance, Training
CSSU & Radiology Equipment
Calibration, Installation
First Aid & Physiotherapy
Consultation
Supplies
X-ray & Theater

GO-INVEST (GUYANA OFFICE FOR INVESTMENT)
190 Camp & Church Sts, Georgetown
Tel: 225 0658 • 227 0653 • Fax: 225 0655
Website: http://goinvest.gov.gy/
E-mail: goinvest@goinvest.gov.gy
GUYANA TOURISM AUTHORITY
National Exhibition Centre, Sophia, Georgetown
Tel: 219 0094-6 • Fax: 219 0093
Email: info@guyana-tourism.com
Website: www.guyana-tourism.com
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
205 Camp Street (Colgrain House),
North Cummingsburg, Georgetown
Tel: 225-0666 • 226-0079

CARICOM - THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT
Turkeyen East Coast Demerara
Tel: (592) 222 0001-75 • Fax: (592) 222 0172
Email: piu@caricom.org, caricompublicinfo@gmail.com
TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION
OF GUYANA (THAG)
157 Waterloo St, Georgetown
Tel: 225 0807 • Fax: 225 0817
E-mail: info@exploreguyana.org /
thag.secretariat@gmail.com
Website: http://exploreguyana.org/

There’s something exciting to discover around every corner
at the newly opened Jacana Amazon Wellness Resort, where
the beauty of the Amazon can be found right in the heart of
Paramaribo.
From the cascading waterfall to the carefully curated bamboo
garden, the outdoor aquarium ﬁlled with exotic Amazonian
ﬁsh, and the hand-constructed Tukuispan, you will ﬁnd plenty
of places to explore, relax and return your essence to nature.

Jacana Amazon Wellness Resort
Commewijnestraat 35 | Paramaribo - Suriname
info@jacanaresort.com | www.jacanaresort.com
+597 531 000 |
+597 853 4056
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ACCOMMODATIONS
All of these properties are members of the Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana,
and offer the quality service we know will meet your satisfaction.
TOURISM AND HOSPITATLITY ASSOCIATION OF GUYANA

Private Sector Commission Building, 157 Waterloo Street, North Cummingsburg, Georgetown
The Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana is a private sector-led organization dedicated to lobbying, marketing and advocating for
sustainable tourism development by fostering professionalism and quality service, providing benefits to members, representing membership
interests and collaborating with Government to influence tourism policies.
Contact us:
Tel: 592 225 0807, 225-0817
Email: info@exploreguyana.org, thag.secretariat@gmail.com
Website: www.exploreguyana.org
Facebook: Tourism & Hospitality Association of Guyana

AMENITIES ICONS KEY
Wifi Zone
Email Access
Wheel Chair Access

Hair Dryer

No Smoking

Dining

Money Exchange

Credit Cards

Television

Air Conditioning

Gym

Coffee Maker
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Swimming Pool

Cafe

Iron

24 Hr. Security

Room Service

Secure Storage

Casino

Bird Watching

Fishing

Transportation

1. Adventure Guianas
Hotel Toucanna
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Airport Shuttles

Cycling
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Laundromat

3 Tabatinga Drive,
Lethem, Rupununi,
Guyana, S A.
Tel 592 227 4713, 673 0039
Email: Info@adventureguianas.com
Website: www.adventureguianas.com

Sauna Masseuse

Water Slide

Hiking

Smoking

2. Aracari Resort

160 Versailles
West Bank Demerara
(1 Mile North of the Harbour Bridge, WBD)
Tel: 592 264 2946-8 Fax: 592 264 2949
Email: info@aracariresort.com
Website: www.aracariresort.com

3. Cara Lodge

294 Quamina Street, P.O. Box 10833
Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 5301-5
Fax: 592 225 5310
Email: caralodge@carahotels.com
Website: www.carahotels.com

4. Grand Coastal Hotel

1 & 2 Area M Le Ressouvenir,
East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 220 1091, 220 1288, 220 2046
Fax: 592 220 1498
Email: reservations@grandcoastal.com,
ceo@grandcoastal.com
Website: www.grandcoastal.com

5. Guyana Marriott
Hotel Georgetown

6. Herdmanston Lodge

Block Alpha, Battery Road, Kingston
Tel: 592 231 2480, 231 1870
Fax: 592 231 2481
Email: mhrs.geomc.reservations@marriotthotels.com
Website: www.guyanamarriott.com
Facebook: guyanamarriotthotelgeorgetown
Instagram: guyanamarriott

65 Peter Rose & Anira Streets, Queenstown,
Georgetown, Guyana
Tel: 592 225 0808
Email: stay@herdmanstonlodge.com
Website: www.herdmanstonlodge.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Herdmanston

7. Le Grande Penthouse

8. Palace De Leon
Hospitality Inc.

6 Commerce Street,
Georgetown, Guyana
South America
Tel: 592 227 3494, 227 1801
Email: reservations@legrandepenthouse.com
Website: www.legrandepenthouse.com

60 & 61 Croal Street, Stabroek,
Georgetown
Tel: 592 227 7019, 226 4349
Email: leonlesruth@yahoo.com
Facebook: Palace de Leon Apartments/Suites
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9. Pegasus Hotel Guyana
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10. Ramada Georgetown
Princess Hotel

Sea Wall Road Kingston, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592 225 2853
Fax: 592 225 3703
Email: susan.isaacs@pegasushotelguyana.com
Website: www.pegasushotelguyana.com
Facebook: Pegasus Hotel Guyana

Ramada Georgetown Princess Hotel
Track B Block Z
Providence,
East
Bank Z
Demerara
Track
B Block
Tel: 592 265
7001,
265
7003
4,
265 7006-10, 265
Providence, East Bank Demerara
265-7021-22
Fax:-259
2657006-10,
7002
Tel:7013,
592 265
7001, 265 7003
4, 265
Email: sales@ramadageorgetown.com
265 7013, 265-7021-22
Website: www.ramadageorgetown.com
Fax: 259 265 7002
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ramada/georgetown
Email:
sales@ramadageorgetown.com
Website: www.ramadageorgetown.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ramada/georgetown

11. Roraima Duke Lodge

12. Roraima Residence Inn

94-95 Duke Street, Kingston, Georgetown
Tel: 592 231 7220, 227 2213
Fax: 592 227 3816
Email: roraimadukelodge@hotmail.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com

R8 Eping Avenue, Bel Air Park, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 9647-8/225 9650
Fax: 592 225 9646
Email: rriops@hotmail.com / rriops@gmail.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com

13. Windjammer International
Cuisine & Comfort Inn.

14. Xenon Hotel

27 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
Contact: Carey Griffith
Tel: 592 227 7478, 226 3407, 231 7044
Email windjammergy@gmail.com
Website: www.windjammer-gy.com
Facebook: Windjammer Guyana

87 Albert Street, Queenstown, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592-225-0254
Email: reservations@xenonhotelgy.com
Website: www.xenonhotel.com
Adidtional Amendities: Access to 704 Sports Bar,
704 Sky Lounge,
704 Club, Breakfast.

15. Xenon Hotel, Restaurant,
Bar & Night Club

Charity, Essequibo Coast
Tel. 592 771 8949
Mobile: 592 662 0993.
Fax : 592 771 4699
Email; head_office_charity@yahoo.com

Eco-Resorts, Interior Lodges & Attractions
Arrowpoint Nature Resort

Office 94-95 Duke Street, Kingston, G/town Guyana
Kamuni Creek
Tel: 592 231 7220, 227 2213
Fax: 592 225 9646
Georgetown: Tel 592 225 9647-8 Fax: 592 225 9646
Email: tours.roraimaairways@gmail.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com

Atta Rainforest Lodge (CATS)

C/o Wilderness Explorers
141 Fourth Street, Campbellville, Georgetown
Tel: 592 227 7698 Fax: 592 226 2085
Email: info@iwokramacanopywalkway.com
Website: www.iwokramacanopywalkway.com
Skype: iwokramacanopywalkway

Aruwai Resort White H2O

Lower Mazaruni Bartica,
Region 7 Guyana
Tel : 592 225 7517, 225 7522, 600 6262,
600 4523, 600 4522
Email: frontdesk@aruwairesortwhiteh20.com
Facebook: Aruwai Resort White H2O

Baganara Island Resort

Essequibo River, Guyana, South America
Head Office: Eugene F. Correia Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 2525, 222 8053, 222 0264
Fax: 222-6117
Email: bookbaganara@baganara.net
Website: www.baganara.net
Facebook: baganaraislandresort
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Caiman House
Field Station and Lodge

Yupukari Village
Tel: 592 772 9291
Email: Delene Lawrence - rli.delenelawrence19@gmail.com
Fernando Li - rli.fernando.li@gmail.com
Website: www.rupununilearners.com

Iwokrama River Lodge

77 High Street Kingston, G/town, Guyana, South America
Kurupukari, Essequibo River, Region 9
Tel: 592 225 1504, 592 225 1181
Fax: 592 225 9199
Email: tourism@iwokrama.org
Website: www.iwokamariverlodge.org, www.iwokrama.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/iwokramatourism1 		
www.facebook.com/iwokramainternationalcentre
Instagram: Iwokrama-Tourism

Karanambu Lodge Inc.
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Karanambu, North Rupununi, Guyana
Lodge Cell Phone: 592 624 2111
Email: karanambulodgegy@gmail.com
Website: www.karanambutrustandlodge.org

Hurakabra River Resort

Essequibo River
Georgetown Office: 168 Century Palm Gardens,
Durban Backlands, Lodge
Tel: 592 225 3557, 226 0240
Mobile: 592 624 8694, 640 4497 Fax: 592 226 0240
Email: gemmadhoo@gmail.com
Website: www.hurakabra.com
Facebook: Hurakabra River Resort
or Hurakabra Eco Resort

Jubilee Resort

Dakara Creek, Timehri
Office: 106 – 107 Lamaha & Carmichael Street, G/town
Tel: 592 225 8915, 623 7313
Fax: 592 226 5340
Email: jubileeresortinc@gmail.com
Website: www.jubileeresort.com

Rewa Eco Lodge / Rewa

Contact information for reservation
Rudolph Edwards, Dicky Alvin, Mildred Ignacio,
Ceona Mack
Email: ecolodgerewa@gmail.com
Website: www.rewaguyana.com

Sloth Island Nature Resort

Georgetown Address:
91 Middle Street Georgetown
Tel: 592 223 7921, 227 5570, 610 7597, 610 2408
Island Address: Essequibo River
Email: slothisland@yahoo.com
Website: Sloth Island Resort - Guyana

Splashmin’s Resort
Eco Adventure Tours

Facility: Madewini Creek, Linden Soesdyke Highway
Office: 52 Hadfield Street, Worthmanville, Georgetown
Tel: 592 223 7301-3, 226 0169
Email: info@splashmins.com
Website: www.splashmins.com

Rock View Lodge

Tel: 592 619 9187 (Vitor), 614 1060 (Office)
Email: info@rockviewlodge.com,
colin@rockviewlodge.com
Website: www.rockviewlodge.com

Surama Eco-Lodge, Surama

Surama, North Rupununi,
Region #9
Guyana
Phone #: 592 653 7160
Email: info@suramaecolodge.com
Website: www.suramaecolodge.com

Timberhead Eco Resort
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Address: 10 Providence – East Bank Demerara
(GEB Building)
Tel: 592 233 5108, 233 5023
Fax: 592 233 6608
Email: timberhead@solutions2000.net
Website: www.timberheadguyana.com
Cattelya
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TOURISM
INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES
CARIBBEAN AIRLINES LIMITED
91-92 Avenue of the Republic & Regent Street,
Georgetown
Tel: 592 227 4271, 227 1661
Fax: 592 225 7437
Call Centre: 1 800 744 2225
Email: mail@caribbean-airlines.com
Website: www.caribbean-airlines.com
FLY JAMAICA
Hangar 5 – 6 Wings Aviation Hangar
Eugene F. Correia International Airport Inc.
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 6513, 222 5361. 222 0227, 222 6123
Email: res@fly-jamaica.com
Website: www.fly-jamaica.com

SERVICE
PROVIDERS
WINGS AVIATION LTD.
Hangar 5 - 6
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 5556, 222-5361.
Email: info@airguyana.net, wingjet2@networksgy.com ,
Website: www.airguyana.biz

CASINOS
PRINCESS CASINO
Ramada Georgetown Princess Hotel
Track B Block Z
Providence, East Bank Demerara
Tel: 592 265 7003-4, 265 7006-10, 265 7013, 265-7021-22
Fax: 259 265 7002
Email: info@ramadageorgetown.com
Website: www.ramadageorgetown.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ramada/georgetown

AIR SERVICES, DOMESTIC CHARTERS JEWELLERY
AND CARGO
AIR SERVICES LTD
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 1234,
Fax: 592 222 6739
Email: res@aslgy.com
Website: www.aslgy.com
RORAIMA AIRWAYS CHARTERS
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 2337, 222 4032
Fax: 592 222 4033
Email: raiflightops.geo@gmail.com, ral@roraimaairways.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com
E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

104

TRANS GUYANA AIRWAYS
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 2525
Fax: 592 222 6117
Email: commercial1@transguyana.net
Website: www.transguyana.net
Facebook: transguyanaairways

KINGS JEWELLERY WORLD
Kings Plaza
141 Quamina Street,
Georgetown,
Guyana
Tel: 592 226 0704, 226 0682, 225 2524
Emails: admin@kingsjewelleryworld.com.
For orders and inquires, Email: orders.kings@live.com
Website: www.kingsjewelleryworld.com/

RESTAURANTS AND BARS
AROMAS CAFÉ - EL DORADO – Pegasus Hotel Guyana
Seawall Road Kingston, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592 225 2853
Fax: 592 225 3703
Email: susan.isaacs@pegasushotelguyana.com
Website: www.pegasushotelguyana.com
Facebook: Pegasus Hotel Guyana
BOTTLE BAR AND RESTAURANT - Cara Lodge
294 Quamina Street, P.O. Box 10833
Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 5301-5
Fax: 592 225 5310
Email: caralodge@carahotels.com
Website: www.carahotels.com

CAFE TEPUY - Roraima Residence Inn
R8 Eping Avenue, Bel Air Park, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 9647-8, 225 9650
Fax: 592 225, 9646
Email: rriops@hotmail.com , rriops@gmail.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com
CARIBE BOARDWALK POOL BAR AND GRILL
Guyana Marriott Hotel Georgetown
Block Alpha, Battery Road, Kingston
Tel: 592 231 2480, 231 1870
Fax: 592 231 2481
Website: www.guyanamarriott.com
CARIBBEAN SOUL RESTAURANT- Grand Coastal Hotel
1 & 2 Area M Le Ressouvenir,
East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 220-1091, 220-1288, 220 2046
Fax: 592 220-1498
Email: reservations@grandcoastal.com,
ceo@grandcoastal.com
Website: www.grandcoastal.com
EL DORADO –Pegasus Hotel Guyana
Seawall Road Kingston, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592 225 2853
Fax: 592 225 3703
Email: susan.isaacs@pegasushotelguyana.com
Website: www.pegasushotelguyana.com
Facebook: Pegasus Hotel Guyana
IGNITE BAR & GRILL –Pegasus Hotel Guyana
Seawall Road Kingston, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592 225 2853
Fax: 592 225 3703
Email: susan.isaacs@pegasushotelguyana.com
Website: www.pegasushotelguyana.com
Facebook: Pegasus Hotel Guyana
LATINO BAR –Pegasus Hotel Guyana
Seawall Road Kingston, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592 225 2853
Fax: 592 225 3703
Email: susan.isaacs@pegasushotelguyana.com
Website: www.pegasushotelguyana.com
Facebook: Pegasus Hotel Guyana
SUCRE RESTAURANT
Herdmanston Lodge
65 Peter Rose & Anira Streets, Queenstown,
Georgetown, Guyana
Tel: 592 225 0808
Email: stay@herdmanstonlodge.com
Website: www.herdmanstonlodge.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Herdmanston
TEPPANYAKI RESTAURANT
Ramada Georgetown Princess Hotel
Track B Block Z
Providence, East Bank Demerara
Tel: Tel: 592 265 7003-4, 265 7006-10, 265 7013, 265-7021-22
Fax: 259 265 7002
Email: info@ramadageorgetown.com
Website: www.ramadageorgetown.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ramada/georgetown

TERRA MARE RESTAURANT
Guyana Marriott Hotel Georgetown
Block Alpha, Battery Road, Kingston
Tel: 592 231 2480, 231 1870
Fax: 592 231 2481
Website: www.guyanamarriott.com
THE OASIS –Pegasus Hotel Guyana
Seawall Road Kingston, Georgetown Guyana
Tel: 592 225 2853
Fax: 592 225 3703
Email: susan.isaacs@pegasushotelguyana.com
Website: www.pegasushotelguyana.com
Facebook: Pegasus Hotel Guyana
THE ROCK BAR - Roraima Residence Inn
R8 Eping Avenue, Bel Air Park, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 9647-8, 225 9650
Fax: 592 225 9646
Email: rriops@hotmail.com / rriops@gmail.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com
UNDER THE MANGO TREE- Cara Lodge
294 Quamina Street, P.O. Box 10833
Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 5301-5
Fax: 592 225 5310
Email: caralodge@carahotels.com
Website: www.carahotels.com
704 SPORTS BAR
1 Lamaha St, Georgetown
Tel (Sports Bar): 592 225 0251
Tel (Club 704): 592 225 0251
Tel (Sky lounge): 592 225 0251
Email: 704@704guyana.com

ALLIED MEMBERS
GUYANA TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY Ltd.
(Corporate Sponsor)
79 Brickdam Stabroek, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 1315
Fax: 592 225 9320
Website: www.gtt.co.gy

ADVERTISING & PUBLISHING COMPANIES
ADVERTISING MARKETING SERVICES
213 B, Camp Street
Georgetown, Guyana, South America
Tel: 592 225 5384,
Fax: 592 225 5383
Email: lokesh@amsstlucia.com
Website: www.amsstlucia.com
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COMPANIES AND ORGANISATIONS
IWOKRAMA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR RAINFOREST
CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
77 High Street, Kingston, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 1504, 225 1186
Fax: 592 225 9199
Email: tourism@iwokrama.org
Website: www.iwokrama.org

TOURISM CONSULTANTS
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS AND CONSULTANTS
168 Century Palm Gardens,
Durban Backlands, Lodge, Georgetown
Tel: 225-3557, 226-0240
Fax: 226-0240

TOUR OPERATORS
AIR SERVICES LIMITED
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 1234,
Fax: 592 222 6739
Email: res@aslgy.com
Website: www.aslgy.com
ADVENTURE GUIANAS
Mikel Plaza,
53 Pere Street, Kitty, Georgetown &
Adventure Guianas Hotel & Courtyard
3 Tabatinga Drive, Lethem, Rupununi, Guyana,
South America.
Tel: 592 227 4713, 673 0039
Email: info@adventureguianas.com
Website: www.adventureguianas.com
AIR GUYANA TOURS
Hangar 5 - 6
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 6513, 222 5361.
Email: info@airguyana.net/wingjet2@networksgy.com,
Website: www.airguyana.biz
BUSHMASTERS INC.
40 Beverly Hills Drive,
Lethem, Guyana,
South America
Email: amazon@bushmasters.co.uk
Website: www.bushmasters.co.uk
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DAGRON TOURS
91 Middle Street
Georgetown, Guyana
Tel: 592 223 7921, 227 1174
Fax: 592 227 1166
Email:dagrontours@yahoo.com, dagron@dagron-tours.com
Website: www.dagron-tours.com

EVERGREEN ADVENTURES
Eugene F. Correia International Airport
Ogle, East Coast Demerara
Tel: 592 222 2525, 222 0264, 222 0853
Fax: 592 222-6117
Email: reservations@evergreenadventuresgy.com
Website: www.evergreenadventuresgy.com
Facebook.com/evergreenadventuresgy
HURAKABRA TOURS
168 Century Palm Gardens, Durban Backlands, Lodge,
Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 3557
Mobile: 592 640-4497
Fax: 592 226 0240
Email: gemmadhoo@gmail.com
Website: www.hurakabra.com
Facebook: Hurakabra River Resort or Hurakabra Eco Resort
OLD FORT TOURS
91 Middle Street.
South Cummingsburg Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 1035
Fax: 592 225 1037
Email: oldforttours_resort@hotmail.com
Website: www.angcamgy.com
RORAIMA TOURS
R8 Eping Avenue, Bel Air Park, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 9647-8
Fax: 592 225 9646
Email: ral@roraimaairways.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com
WILDERNESS EXPLORERS
141 Fourth Street, Campbellville, Georgetown
Tel: 592 227 7698
Fax: 592 226 2085
Email: info@wilderness-explorers.com
Website: www.wilderness-explorers.com
Skype: wildernessguyana or tonywildex

TRAVEL AGENCIES
ANGELLINA’S TRAVEL AGENCY
1995 Parika Highway
East Bank Essequibo,
Tel: 592 260 4536-37
Fax: 592 260 4537
Email: angellinastravel@hotmail.com
Website: www.angcamgy.com
CONNECTIONS TRAVEL
6 Avenue of the Republic, Georgetown
Tel, 227 2810, 227 2832, 225 0380
Email: connections@connectionsgy.com
Website: www.connectionsgy.com
RORAIMA INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AGENCY
R8 Eping Avenue, Bel Air Park, Georgetown
Tel: 592 225 9647-8, 225 9650
Fax: 592 225 9646
Email: rriops@hotmail.com / rriops@gmail.com
Website: www.roraimaairways.com

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
COMFORT SLEEP
49 Eccles Industrial Estate, East Bank Demerara,
Guyana, South America.
Tel: 592 233 3013, 592 233 2657
Email: comfortsleep49@gmail.com/ info@comfortsleep.gy
Website: http://www.comfortsleep.gy/
GAFOORS
5 Plantation Houston, East Bank Demerara
Tel: 227 5870, 227 5886, 225 6412
Fax: 226 7897
Email: gmpro@guyanabusiness.biz
REPUBLIC BANK GUYANA
Head Office - Promenade Court
155-156 New Market Street,
North Cummingsburg,
Georgetown
Tel: 592 223 7938-39
Email: email@republicguyana.com
Website: www.republicguyana.com
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Calendar of Events 2017
*Public Holidays - Banks, School & Public Offices Closed

December 31

January 1

Old Year’s Day

New Year’s Day*

During January The Tourism & 			
		
Hospitality Association of 		
		Guyana Celebrates 			
		25th Anniversary

May 1		
Labour Day (National Holiday)*
May 5		
Indian Arrival Day
		(National Holiday)*
May 26		
Guyana’s 51st Independence 		
		
Anniversary (National Holiday)*
April 28 - May 7 Guyana Restaurant Week

E
X
P
L
O
R
E
G
U
Y
A
N
A

108

During May

Moruca Expo

September
September 3
September 1-30
September 27

Education Month
Eid Ul Adha
Amerindian Awareness Month
World Tourism Day

During September Amerindian Heritage Pageant
		Savannah Drive

February 14 - 17
February 18

Children’s Competitions
Children’s Costume Parade

February 23
February 23
		
		
		
		

Guyana’s Republic Anniversary *
Flag Raising Ceremony at the
Public Buildings in Georgetown
Adult Costume Float Parade
Visit https://www.facebook.com/
MASHRAMANI for updates*

June 4 - 10
June 5		

Environmental Awareness Week
World Environmental Day

June		

Eid Ul Fitr (Religious Holiday)*

October 1- 31
October 19

Agriculture Awareness Month
Diwali or Deepavali*

During October
GuyEXPO 2017
		
Car & Bike Show
		
National Trust Heritage Week
		
Rockstone Fish Festival*
		
Canje Nite, Berbice
		
Essequibo Nite, Anna Regina ,
		Essequibo Coast
		
Guyana Coconut Festival

Share the excitement when in Guyana
Annually Guyanese celebrate a number of special occasions based on its rich cultural heritage and diverse ethnic
population. Many of these activities are celebrated across Guyana or staged in specific parts of the country.  Be
sure to plan your vacation to visit Guyana whether it be to celebrate Mashramani our local carnival, Phagwah the
Hindu Spring festival, motor racing or all the thrills of International Cricket, the nation’s number one sport.

March 13		

July 3		
July 22		

Phagwah*

Caricom Day (First Monday)*
Ms. Guyana Renaissance Pageant

During July
Berbice Expo
		Madhia Expo

November 1-30
November 17-26
November 24
November 25&26

Tourism Awareness Month
Guyana Restaurant Week
South Rupununi Safari 		
Rupununi Expo

During November Ministry of Tourism
		
Christmas Tree Light up
		Kwanza
		
International Motor Racing
		
New Amsterdam Town Day
		
Main Street Lighting Up (Courts)
		Rupununi Day
		
Guyana Open Golf Tournament

April-May
April 14-17
April 14 		
April 16 		
April 17 		
April 14-17
April 14-17
April 9-16
April 28 – May 7

Linden Town Day
Easter Weekend Celebrations
Good Friday *
Easter Sunday*
Easter Monday *
Bartica Easter Regatta
Rupununi Rodeo
Pakaraima Safari Cross-Country
Guyana Restaurant Week

During April
		
		

Roraima Airways Inc : Annual
Wedding Expo – Bridal Festival by
the Roraima Duke Lodge

August 1		
August 28

Emancipation Day (Day of 		
Commemoration/National Holiday)*
Porkknocker’s Day

During August
		
		

JamZone Week of Events
Bartica Summer Regatta
Lake Mainstay Regatta

December 24
Youman Nabi (National Holiday)*
		Christmas Eve
December 25
Christmas Day (National Holiday)*
December 26
Boxing Day (National Holiday)*
December 31
Old Year’s Day
*Dates subject to change. Please visit our
website www.exploreguyana.org or visit
our Facebook Page : www.facebook.com/
TourismHospitalityAssociationofGuyana for confirmed
dates
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